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Eze Palau Ministry of Education is indebted to Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl, director
for the Bureau of Curriculum and Program Development, who provided the inspira-
tion and means for creating the first set of Curriculum Frameworks for Palau Public
Schools. Fron their inception, his vision for these frameworks as a critical tool in the
process of curriculum renewal and improvement has been the driving force for their
ultimate completion. We are grateful for his unwavering commitment toward the

educational advancement and future dreams of our children.
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The development of the Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework was
partially funded by the Chapter II program.

The opinions expressed in this framework do not necessarily reflect
the position or policies of the United States Departmentof Education,
and no official endorsement by the DOE should be inferred.

This framework was developed by the Bureau of Curriculum and
Program Development, Ministry of Education, Republic of Palau.




foreword

/Curriculum renewal and improvement is an ongoing process. For many years now, it
has been very clear that the Ministry of Education’s improvement efforts would be
greatly facilitated if frameworks for all our content areas could be completed. This
important task is not a small one. Since the Ministry’s initiation in 1986 of its Five-Year
Improvement Plan, the dialogue and work to detail, refine, review, and reach consen-
sus on what knowledge is most important to teach for each discipline for twelve years

of schooling has been foremost in the work and thoughts of the Ministry’s personnel.

These important maps, our frameworks, need to take Palau’s students into the next
century with strong foundations and skills to deal with the community and world
around themy/ This framework is one of seven completed core frameworks which when
implemented will help everyone involved with education in Palau to be much clearer
on our task, mission, and prescribed program for each student’We believe that our
frameworks are finally ready to help us chart a course to many improvements in terms
of ourinstructional program, staff development, materials development, and materials

adoption for the next several years, and we are extremely excited.

Of course, it is in the implementation of our frameworks that we will be able to see the
real strength of our commitments and ideas. But, if the development process for the
frameworks and the many people who gave of themselves often beyond what they
thought possible is any indication, we are confident that these next few years for

education in Palau will be brightand will bring about many significant improvements.

/The teaching of Palauan Studies and the things outlined in this framework brings us one
step closer to ensuring that our students will be able to return to their communities
appreciating, promoting, preserving, and maintaining our rich cultural heritage/Our
current system of education was basically imposed upon us. It has taken us some time
to understand the system so that we could proceed with confidence to know what is
worth keeping, and also what must be changed if our schools are to operate in the best

interest of our nation and future.
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Recently, quiteanumber of us have undertakenamassive campaign torevise and make
more relevant what we teach in our schools. Mandating the teaching of our language
and cultural heritage in our schools is viewed by many of us in the education

community and community-at-large as a step in the right direction.

But unlike other curriculum content areas, there is no place where we can simply order
the instructional materials to support the teaching of our language and culture. This
PalauanStudies effort will requireintensive materialsdevelopmentactivities, patience,
and quite a bit of work. We seek your continuing supportin this effort, and would like
to express our deep appreciation to all those individuals who contributed to the
development of this particular curriculum framework. Its significance will be brought
outwhen we can finally with confidence return our students back to their communities

able to effectively communicate in harmony with their elders.

%w M_/’—\
Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl
Director

Bureau of Curriculum & Program Development
Palau Ministry of Education

1993
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CHAPTER 1
Rationale for the Teaching of Palauan Studies

Traditionally, the learning of the languages and cultures of Palau was notaccomplished
in a formal school setting, but by participating actively as amember of the family, clan,
and society. The customs, history, and values of Palau were passed on through
everyday practice. Today, Palauan language remains the dominant language of our
homes, and Palauan culture continues to dominate every aspect of our lives, but
because of the many changes that have taken place in our work and leisure lives, there
exists a new need for the schools to assist in the matter of cultural education. Palauan

Studies needs to be taught and learned for a number of reasons.

Foster awareness and knowledge of Palau, the rest
of the world, and the role of Palau in the world
and
Prepare students as responsible citizens of Palau

As we adapt and adopt new practices, values, and approaches from other places and
other cultures, the richness and subtleties of our own language and culture are being
threatened. It is a fact that culture is not static and is ever changing./However, as
Palauans who are proud of our language, heritage, and traditional ways, we believe
thatall our students must be first firmly rooted in the histories, cultures, and languages
of the people of Palau first so that they can be rooted in healthy self-identities, and a
Palauan world view which allows them to make wise decisions for Palau’s future. With
a firm foundation in our languages and cultural values, the important job to preserve,

maintain, and promote Palau and Palauan ways will be possible to carry out.,

Knowledge about our history and historical events affords us the opportunity to learn
fromit. Withasolid understanding of where we havebeen, whathasbeen tried already,
what was successful, and what was not, our students will have a greater opportunity

to learn from the past in an effort to carve out a better future. /
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Instill in students the value of Palauan identity and unity

Our educaﬁona] program would be seriously faulty if it did not seek to promote and
develop the self-pride and self-esteem of our students. As Palauans and people living
in Palau, they have inherited a rich, intricate, and beautiful legacy of culture. If we want
our young people to become initiators, problem solvers, and architects of a better way
of life, they will need to be knowledgeable, confident, and proud about who they are

and where they come from. -

Throughout our communities there is the real concern by our elders that the schoolsare
sending back to communities and villages graduates who behave like strangers to their
ownlanguage and experience. Currently, the school texts and materials are dominated
by the English language, Western ways, values, beliefs, and life styles. Our students
cannot be considered “well-educated” if most of them fumble to show respect, or

behave uncomfortably when engaged in a conversation with a community elder.

Ourdesireis tohave students who have the ability toretain and promote our traditional
values,such as cooperation, respect forelders, theimportance of notabusing or wasting
our natural resources, etc., and our homes and schools will need to join forces and work

together to ensure that these values are learned by the students.

Invariably, Palauans travel, and eagerly seek to learn from other cultures and countries.
Inorder to prepare our students to truly participate as effective global citizens, they will
need to be able not only to respect the people of other languages and value systems, but
share themselves and be successful in educating, informing, and communicating to the

outside world about Palau and Palauan ways.
Provide students with basic language skills
Without language, there is no thought. Only with strong, well-developed language

skills—listening, speaking, writing, and reading—wwill students be well-prepared to

participate in the world around them. For the vast majority of our students, Palauan is
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their first language. But, because English reading materials, television, and videos are
a major force in todav’s Palau, strong incentives at school or in the community for
students to be highlv skilled in the reading and writing of Palauan are hardly
nonexistent. A consequence of this shift to English is that some of the subtle beauty of
our traditional ways of communicating are not being learned, practiced, and valued by
today’s generation. Effective communication requiresenoughknowledge. vocabulary,
practice, and skills to express oneself clearly and confidently for a variety of situations

and a variety of audiences. Most of our graduates are unable now to do this in Palauan.

Speakers of Palauan language have a unique wav of describing things, telling stories, and
communicating our points of view. Now, too often in our everyday conversation, we are
forced to mix many foreign borrowed words and phrases into ourdiscussions. Embarrass-
ingly too often, we struggle to remember the Palauan vocabulary or phrases that convey
the same meaning. Also, often we unintentionalls show our disrespect to cur community

elders and leaders because we are simplv not well-versed in knowing what is the

appropriate thing to do or say.

The realitv is that those students who are able to graduate from our school svstem with
strong literacy skills in at least Palauan and English will be the best prepared to be

successful in todayv’s Palau, economy, and job market.

Also, the development of reading and writing skills in one’s firstlanguage 1s known to be
a definite advantage for learning to read and write in subsequent languages. This means
that our students who can confidently and competently compose, think, read, and speak
inPalauan or Sonsorolese should proceed more easily in their ability to learn to beliterate

in English, Japanese, Spanish, or any other language.

Our students and society need an educational program that is relevant. The ability to
cornmunicate effectively to one’s own people about one’s own reality is a basic need.
The aggressive and thoughtful teaching of Palauan language and culture should help

to fill an important gap which currently exists within the curriculum.
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CHAPTER 2

The Goals and Objectives
of the Palauan Studies Curriculum

The Goals and Outcomes of the Palauan Studies Curriciilim
Framework are to Develop Students Who ...

MAJOR ATTITUDES

Take pride in their heritage and believe that the preservation, promotion, and
maintenance of Palauan culture and language is vitally important.

Appreciate and respect Palauanvalues and beliefs, e.g., respect for elders, coopera-
tion, resourcefulness, conservation, responsibility, lovalty to family, etc.

Believe in protecting those things that have been traditionally valued within the
culture, i.e, relationships, land, the reef, traditional places, Palauan money, etc.

Feel confident in their abilitv to discuss and carry out their roles in traditional
customs and practices.

Take pride in their ability to use their knowledge of the history and geography of
Palau to make wise decisions about Palau’s future.

Enjoy and appreciate excellence in traditional dancing, weaving, chanting, singing,
carving, and other forms of artistic expression.

Feel effective in their ability to use their communication skills to more construc-
tively participate as a contributing member of their family, society, country, and
world.

Feel confident to communicate in Palauan through speech and writing for a variety
of personal, practical, academic, and creative situations and needs.

Appreciate, respect, and value the differences and similarities between Palauan
and other languages, and between the people of Palau and those of other cultures.

Find direction and deepening awareness of themselves through hearing and
reading important Palauan “classics” (legends, stories, songs, chants, various
writings, speeches, etc.) that address important Palauan values and issues.

Find satisfaction and deepening sense of pride and self-worth as they write and feel
confidentin their own abilities to compose, express their feelings and opinions, and
take on the creative role of “author.”

Feel confident and eager to problem solve and seek out new ideas and information
because of their competencies with various Palauan information resources.
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CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

A. Value and Things of Value

Values, things valued, past and present

Demonstrate knowledge of the twenty most important values of
Palauan culture.

Identify and discuss the skills, knowledge, and things that have been
traditionally of great value to Palauans.

Apply their knowledge of Palauan values to problem solving and
predicting positive outcomes to conflicts.

Consider and evaluate traditional values with newer values that are
being introduced into the culture.

B. Beliefs and Spiritual Rituals

Discuss and describe some of the traditional beliefs of Palau.

Identify and discuss various beliefs held by various communities
within Palau.

List and discuss the ways magic is commonly used.

C. Social Relationships, Roles, and Responsibilities

Accountability

8.

10.

11.

Demonstrate knowledge of names used to describe various relation-
ships. '

Discuss and describe the nature of traditional roles, responsibilities,
and relationships between members within a family.

Discuss and describe the nature of traditional roles, responsibilities,
and relationships among members of the same clan.

Discuss and describe Palauan adoption customs.
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12. Discuss and describe the nature of traditional relationships among
friends of the same gender.

13. Discuss and describe the nature of traditional relationships between
males and females throughout the various stages of life.

14. Discuss and describe the social order and organization of the clan,
village, and community.

—_
(@71

Discuss and describe the nature of relationships among certain
villages with others, i.e, traditional alliances, rivalries, etc.

16. Compare and contrast the relationships between the new Palauan
government system and the traditional system of governance.

D. Customs and Practices

17. Demonstrate and explain traditional ways of showing respect to
various populations, e.g., elders, children, etc.

18. Discuss and describe the customs and practices traditionally carried
out at various stages throughout the life cycle, i.e., conception, birth,

and death.

19. Discuss and describe the traditional practices for marrying, carrying
out marriage obligations, and divorce.

20. Demonstrate knowledge about the custom of oclieraol.
21. Discuss the customs associated with selecting and naming chiefs.

22, Demonstrate knowledge about how food was traditionally pre-
served, prepared, and served.

23. Discuss and describe the traditional attire of Palauans.

24, Identify and discuss the customs and practices associated with inher-
itance.

25. Discuss and describe what traditionally took place at the bai.

26. Identify and discuss the various traditional laws that governed
community life and what was done when one was found to be in
violation.
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E.  History

Origin, migration, foreigners, major events, major changes
8es,
Palauan “firsts”

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Demonstrate knowledge of the origin of Palau according to legend.

Name and discuss the major factors that shaped the current popula-
tion mix.

Trace the course of how family life has changed over the past fifty
years.

Trace the course of how work life has changed over the past fifty
years.

Discuss and explain the migrationof Palauans to and from Palau over
the last fifty years.

Discuss and explain the impact that the immigration of outsiders to
Palau has had on Palau’s culture, economy, and social structure.

Name and discuss various individuals who made major contribu-
tions to the quality of life in Palau.

Name and discuss the major events thatshaped the currentsystem of
governance.

F. Geography

35.

36.

37.

Demonstrate knowledge about the geography of their own villages.
Demonstrate knowledge about the traditional villages of Palau.

Name and describe the major land masses, bodies of water, and
concentrations of natural resources of Palau.

G. Crafts and Artistic Expression

38.

39.

Demonstrate the ability to weave a number of traditional items.

Demonstrate the ability to carve a number of traditional items.
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40.

41.

42.

Demonstrate ability to make traditional attire, jewelry, and cther decora-
tive items.

Demonstrate ability to make and use a number of essen::al tools anc
equipment relevant to gardening. fishing, and cooking.

Demonstrate knowledge about traditional Palauan cons:ruction anc
architecture.

Demonstrate expertise at performing a variety of tradit:onal dances
songs, and chants.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOR PALAUAN LANGUAGE

H.

Listening

44.

e
[S3]

46.

48.

49.

Have numerous opportunities to listen to quality stcries, songs
chants, poems, dramas, speeches, audio tapes, readings etc., whic™
are highly interesting and relevant to them.

Have numerous opportunities to hear Palauan practiced, spoker.
and read aloud by them, their classmates, their teachers. and by othe:
experts.

Think about what thev hear and listen well enough to identify
discuss, and summarize key elements, i.e., the directionz. the theme
main idea, sequence of events, the speaker’s or reader’'s motivation
plot, setting, main characters, characterizations, form. e:2., of what i
read or spoken to them.

Discriminate effectively between somecne whoisamoZel and effec-
tivereader, storyteller, speech maker, conversationalist znd someon=
who is not.

Discuss and demonstrate how a courteous audience benaves.

Effectively listen to nonverbal cues.

I. Speaking and Reciting

50.

Have many opportunities to be engaged in discussior. 2bout things
that are important to them, that thev are experiencing. feeling, anz
about which they are reading and studying.
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Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
practical situations, i.e., asking questions, giving directions, partici-
pating in everyday conversations, sharing their feelings and experi-
ences, participating in meetings, giving speeches, etc.

Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
creative and recreaticial situations, ie., telling jokes, storytelling,
reciting poems, sharing songs, playing games, presenting skits or
dramas, etc.

Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
academic situations, i.e., participating in small or large group class
discussions, sharing information with classmates, brainstorming,
giving different reports, debating questions, dramatic readings, etc.

Confidently read aloud chorally and individually various works
(letters, stories, poems, newspaper articles, own compositions) with
effective use of voice, volume, pace, tone, intonation, pronunciation,
gesture, facial expressions, etc.

Capably retell stories in their own words.

Sensitively and respectfully disagree with another’s point of view in
discussions.

Discuss and demonstrate how effective speakers must modify what
they are saying or reading aloud in order to be effective and sensitive
to their audiences.

Capably use body movements, skits, and dramatizations to convey
meaning.

Persuasively present a speech or an argument, and orally sway the
attitude of an audience of their peers and teachers.

J. Viewing, Reading, and Literature

Have many opporturities to view and read a large variety of well-
written stories, books, plays, pamphlets, articles, posters, charts,
diagrams, printed materials, etc., which are highly interesting and
well-illustrated.

Have numerous opportunities to read their thoughts, their stories,
and about their own reality.
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63.

64.

66.

68.

Independently selec: and read various mater:als from a library for
both pleasure and perzonal enrichment.

Independently select and read various mater:als from a library for
academ:: purposes.

Read with confidence various rractical writinzs related to success-
fully carrying out various everyday activiies, eg, latels, signs
charts, posters, lists, instructions, notes, memos, le:ters, recipes, prescrip-
tions, receipts, bills of sale, forms and applicatiors, job announcements,
newspaper and magazine articles, laws, legis ztion, etc.

Analyze and find "with ease the main ideas, mzin characters, theme,
sequence of events, and cause and effect relat:onships, plot, setting,
characterization, points of view, etc., in what they read.

Proficiently read illustrations. svmbols, graprs, maps, charts, post-
ers, diagrams, and c:her visua! displavs.

Demorstrate familiarity and knowledge about significant Palauan
and Pacific Region children’s. intermediate, and adult literary clas-
sics, their authors. ar d the period and conditicns in which they were
writter.

Discern whatis an excellent piece of writing and when an author has
been effective.

K. Composing and Writing

69.

71.

Have many opporturnities to write about things that are important to
them. that they are experiencirg, feeling, and about which thev are

reading and studvirag.

Use various literary works and forms as models, and compose their
own versions of these writings

Proficiently create il ustrations. timelines, granhs, maps, charts, and
diagrams to communicate their ideas.

Express themselves in writing with clarity and precision for many
acaden:ic situations, i.e., responses to questions. writing stories, notes,
reports, poems, skits, plavs, summaries, bocx reviews, essays, re-
search papers, outlires, journz! entries, lab reports, trip summaries,
technical reports, etc.
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76.

77.

Write with clarity and confidence about their feelings, points of view,
and percepticns of everyday occurrences and the world around them
for many personal and creative situations, e.g., diaries, letters, poems,
songs, stories, skits, dramas, etc.

Competently compose practical everyday items used to communicate
ideas, i.e., labels, signs, lists, instructions, notes, memos, letters,
recipes, prescriptions, receipts, bills of sale, forms and applications,
sharing of their feelings and everyday experiences, recording meet-
ings, etc.

Demonstrate skiil and familiarity with all phases of the writing
process (pre-writing, drafting, revising, and final editing), and use
feedback on their writings so that they end up clear, interesting, and
well-written compositions.

Discuss and demonstrate familiarity with writing using various
formats, i.e., short stories, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, novels, diaries,
journal entries, autobiographies and biographies, essays, narratives,
expository writings, dramas, comedies, tragedies, etc.

Effectively use their writing skills to help them improve the condi-
tions around them.

L. Critical Thinking

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

Thinkaboutwhat they hearand read,and respond to theseideaswith
integrated writing, speaking and listening activities.

Think with increasing complexity (i.e., recall, sequence, summarize,
group, delete, compare and contrast, predict, elaborate, expand
upon, infer, apply, evaluate, etc.).

Distinguish between factand opinionin what they read, view, and hear.

Analyze stories for deeper meaning, and understand inferences.

Interpret and discuss with ease the relevancy of what they read in
terms of their uncerstanding, feelings, values, and experiences.
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83. Make predictions and judgements about what they read, hear, and
view, and justify their conclusions.

84. Considerwhattheyread and hear in terms of the human, ethical, and
cultural values that they reflect and promote.

85. Recognize propaganda techniques in what they read, view, and hear.

86. Share their awareness of various aesthetic values, i.e., writing style,
wit, use of imagery by the authors that they study.

87. Proficiently diagram their ideas as an effective way of organizing
information.

88. Confidently use various language and information resources (li-
brary, MARC, National Museum, and other collections and reposito-
ries) to investigate questions and get answers.

89. Effectively participate in all phases of group problem-solving, i.e.,
problemidentification, brainstorming, information retrieval, synthe-
sizing information, proposing a course of action for resolution of the
problem, plan modification, evaluation of solution.

90. Capably discuss how tragedy, irony, simile, metaphor, image, sym-
bolism, humor, etc., is emploved in writings.

M. Vocabulary Development

91. Have strong enough vocabulary and language skills so as to read
Palauan language newspapers proficiently .

92. Face new words with strategies for getting what they mean.

93. Discuss how knowledge of the origin of words, root words, and
prefixes can help in understanding the meaning of a word.

94, Complete creative writing assignments employing vocabulary and
concepts taught to them from the various core content areas (i.e.,
Science, Math, Social Studies, Health, Palauan Studies, English Lan-
guage Arts).
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N. Structure and History of the Language

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

Recognize common sounds and patterns of Palauan.

Demonstrate familiarity with Palauan grammar, grammar refer-
ences, and style books.

Identify and discuss various conventions of writing—punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.

Demonstrate awareness of formal and informal Palauan.

Discuss and identify various dialects and slang.

Demonstrate familiarity with the history of Palau’s languages, the
current status of Palauan languages in the world, current issues that

surround the orthographies, and literacy.

Identify and discuss some of the similarities and differences between
Palauan and other languages of the Region.

Recognize places where there are sizable communities of Palauans.

Discuss how languages change, and what are some of the ways
Palauan is changing.
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CHAPTER 3

The Organization of
the Palauan Studies Curriculum

Following are major topic areas for the Palauan Studies Curriculum accompanied by

short descriptions:
CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

A. Values and Things of Value

This information should help students understand what we have traditionally
viewed as important. Hopefully, with this information the students will be able to
preserve the priorities and continue to value those attitudes, behaviors, knowl-
edge, skills, and items that have been traditionally held in high regard.

B. Beliefs and Spiritual Rituals

This information should help students understand some of the beliefs held
traditionally by some in the culture. Many of these beliefs were only prevalent
among certain villages and sometimes were passed on and sometimes not.
However, what was and wasn’t acceptable in daily practices were usually shaped
by these beliefs.

C. Social Relationships, Roles, and Responsibilities

This information should help students understand how we relate to each other in
aculturally acceptable manner. Hopefully, with this information the students will
be better able to show respect to everyone around them.

D. Customs and Practices

This information should help students understand the different practices which
made up and make up our daily life. Hopefully, with this information the students
will be better able to carry on these practices in a knowledgeable and respectful
manner.
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E. History

This information should help students appreciate the rich heritage that they have
inherited. With their knowledge of the past, hopefully students will be better able
to integrate new and old ideas in their problem solving.

F. Geography

This information should help students appreciate, preserve, and describe the
world around them. Hopefully, with this information the students will be better
able to manage and cope with various problems and be successful at effectively
problem-solving for their needs and those of others.

G. Crafts and Artistic Expression

This information should help students appreciate the local crafts and artistic
expression. Hopefully, with this information the students will be better able to
express themselves in creative and constructive ways.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOR PALAUAN LANGUAGE

H. Listening

Thisinformationshould help students develop strong abilities to listen to speakers
of Palauanand understand what they are saying. Hopefully, with this information
the students will also learn to grasp the subtleties of the language and appreciate
the beauty of spoken Palauan.

I.  Speaking and Reciting

This information should help students develop strong abilities to communicate
through speech. Hopefully, with this information the students will also learn to
speak or recite with confidence and clarity for a variety of situations.
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1. Viewing, Reading, and Literature

This information should help students develop strong reading abilities. ope-
fully, withthisinformation the studentswill be at.2 to confidently seek out variety
of writings, read them, and learn from them. This information shoulc help
students understand the importance and value c: their own language anc lore.

K.  Composing and Writing

Thisinformationshould help students develop st-ongabilities to write abou t their
feelings and the world around them. Hopefullv. with this information the stu-
dents will be able to express, document, and cormmunicate to others their percep-
tions and concerns.

L. Critical Thinking

This information shouid help students develop s:zong abilities to apply wratit is
they read. Hopefully, with this information the students will better be prepzred to
solveany problem that miight confronttheminalcgical, economical, and thcught-
ful manner.

M. Vocabulary Development

This information should help students develop i their ability to confident! . read
newspapers, confront new words, and access dccuments, libraries, indiv:3uals,
and various writings for information. Hopefully' with this information t-2 stu-
dents will be able to confidently know where to go to find the mear.ng of
something and information about something whenever they need it.

N.  Structure and History of the Palauan Language

Thisinformationshould help studentsdevelop theirappreciation for the strcture
of Palauanlanguage. Hopefully, with thisinformation, students willbebettsr able
to organize their thoughtsaboutlanguages and cenfidently proceed to learr. many
more languages.
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The order in which the topic areas are presented is meant in no way to be a reflection
of their relative importance within the curriculum. All of the topic areas are addressed
in every grade and are all viewed as important and vital. They were all selected based
on their relevance to existing needs and cultural concerns prevalent throughout our

Republic.

Whatdetermines the sequencing of the information and the placement of specific topics
and components is our understaﬁding about our students and their level of maturity
and need for specific information at particular grades. We do operate under the
assumption that our students’ abilities to handle more and more complex feelings,

ideas, and issues develop as they grow and mature.

Palauan Studies education is provided from grades 1 through 12 in every school. The
course of study and studentactivities focus on developing knowledgeablelearners who
are capable of respectfully participating in our customs and skillfully communicating

in our own languages.
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CHAPTER 4

The Instructional Approach
for the Palauan Studies Curriculum

In the preceding section, the reasons why we believe tre teaching of Palauan S:_dies
is so critical for our students was covered. Whatalso has been detailed is whatwe ~ope
they will feel, know, believe, and be able to do by the time they graduate fre~ our
schools. How well we accomplish our goal to send our s:udents upon graduatior nack
to their communities to participate as skilled communicators of Palauan languaz= and
culture depends greatly on lioi our Palauan Studies curriculum is taught, respc ~ded

to, and supported.

What follows are a number of brief suggestions that the Palauan Studies staff v. >uld
like torespectfully make about how this curriculumnee Zs tobe taught. Webeliew = that
if these suggestions are accepted and adopted, the intent of this curriculum ar = the

neecs of our students would then be best served.

The Role for Our Teachers

The teacher’s role in the curriculum is critical. He or she must carry outanumber o - nles
to ensure that all our students attain the goals and object:+es that have been set fo--n in
Chapter 2. It is especially important that the students hav e teachers who provide - ~em

with the following:

+ A Good Role Model

No amount of reading, exposure to interesting act:vities and presentations will
challenge students to value and respect our languaze and culture if our teac:er’s
behaviors are in direct contradiction to what he cr she is teaching. It is v:zally

important that the teacher constantly model respect for our language and cu’rure.

Also, itis important to remember that while our school hours are only for sp=cific
hours, our students’ needs for adults who practice and model respectful habizs are

24 hours a day.
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« A Builder of Self-Esteem and Confidence

We know that our students learn best when theyv are able to learn in caring
environments where they feel that they are accepted and respected. Every effort
must be made by the teacher to allow each studentan opportunity to have herand
his feelings, ideas, and school work acknowledged and respected.

Itis ifnportant that the teacher establishes and maintains with theclass certainrules
that help the students work in class in friendly, cooperative, and caring ways. It
should be clearly communicated to each and everyone in the school that name

calling and the humiliation of members of the school will not be tolerated.

Praise for good effortand improvement from the teacher and fellow students is the
most effective way to build positive attitudes about learning and feelings of self-

worth by our students. Negative reinforcement must be used sparingly if at all.

* A Coach to Young Palauan Studies Experts

Ultimately, the proof of the curriculum and the instructional approach will be in
how well our students are able to sensitively problem-solve so that Palauan ways
and things are promoted, valued, and maintained. The only way that the students

can become skilled in this manner of living is through practice.

Just as a coach guides the members of an athletic team through drills and practice
sessions so that they will be ready and prepared when confronted with the real
competitive situation, the students in our Palauan Studies classroems require
“coaches,” too. The students need an instructional approach which is not filled
with teacher’s lectures and readings, but instead with accurate information fol-
lowed by ample classroom time organized with many opportunities for the
students to practice their communication, thinking, and cecision-making for

Palauan Studies-related situations.

In this way, when confronted with the actual real life situation, the stucents will be
ready to put into constructive action what they have learned and practiced at
school.

The core of all language learning and teaching needs to be comprehension.
Meaning needs to be emphasized first and foremost. Exciterment and incentives to
read, speak, write, and communicate expertly in Palauanneec tobe developed and

ever present.
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Activities to record traditional knowledge are critical. Every opportunity should
be made to document all the various aspects of Palauan culture so that many
generatiorns to come may be able to benefit from this knowledge. Oral history, and
tow, wrillen history will make it that inuch more possivle for the continuation of

Palauan culture.

With the assistance and commitment of each teacher, the school must build an
intensely pro-literate environment for the teaching and learning of Palauan. The
development of healthy and strong cultural identities will be complicated if the

students’ reading materials, text, and media images are not their own.

The adoption of a uniform spelling system would also be helpful to the local
literacy campaign. The discussion over the Palauan orthography persists, and itis
important to be knowledgeable about the various issues and to work with other

community members in order to bring resolution to this issue.

Especially with the teaching of Palauan Studies, the community should definitely
be the classroom. Rich resources and experts for this subject area can and should

come from the school’s community.

* A Learning Styles Specialist

Our students need teachers who will work to make sure that the needs of all
students in the class are being met. Oftentimes this means delivering the lessons
using a variety of approaches. From experience we know that some students learn
information better when they canboth hear and see what is being discussed. Also,
most of us remember more of the content being studied when we have been
provided with opportunities to touch oractively getinvolved with the information

being discussed.

Whenever possible, the teacher is strongly encouraged to vary the ways the
Palauan Studies information is presented. It is much more interesting and mean-
ingful to the students when the teacher incorporates audio-visuals, field trips, role

plays, guest speakers, films, props, etc., into his or her instructional approach.

All students need to gain in terms of their Palauan Studies knowledge and skills.
While it may be easier to pace our lessonsand activities to the “brightest” students
in the class, this approach does not serve the best interest of the class, community,

or curriculum. The mental, emotional, and Palauan Studies needs of all students
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should be kept in focus. A resourceful teacher will enlist the help of the quicker
students to help with the instruction of those who are slower to grasp the
information. This approach is very useful and is almost always beneficial to all

parties.

Translator

Occasionally, there will be content covered in the curriculum which is a little
removed from the students” immediate environment and experience base, but
was included in the curriculum because there is a feeling that this information will
eventually be helpful and necessary for the students. In these incidences, it is
important for the teacher to act as a “translator” to help bridge the students’

understanding of the material.

The teacher should use his or her knowledge of both the curriculum and the local
resources and environment so as to draw relevant and clear examples that will
help the class better understand the ideas and concepts which might be otherwise

difficult for them to comprehend.

The more relevant the teacher can make the curriculum, the better. Please take
every opportunity to do this. The framework is merely the conceptual skeleton

which requires a creative, dedicated teacher to help it come alive for the students.

Parent/Community Involvement Specialist

When the families and parents of our students are aware of what is being taught
to their children via the Palauan Studies curriculum, there are more opportunities
for the lessons to be actually reinforced and learned. Itis important for the teacher
to keep the students’ parents and families well-informed about the curriculum
and, whenever possible, enlist their assistance in helping their children learn the

Palauan Studies information and strategies that are being taught in school.

Itis strongly encouraged to use the classroom environment via attractive posters,
blackboards, posted pictures, etc., to communicate to all what isbeing learned and

valued in the classroom.
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CHAPTER

The Goals of the Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework
are to Develop Students Who . ..

MAJOR ATTITUDES

e Feel effective in their ability to use their enhanced communication abilities to
more constructively participate as a contributing member of their family,
society, country, and world.

¢ Take pride in their heritage and believe that the preservation, promotion, and
maintenance of Palauan culture and language is vitally important.

* Appreciate and respect Palauan values and beliefs, e.g., respect for elders,
cooperation, resourcefulness, conservation, responsibility, loyalty to family,
etc.

* Believeinprotecting those things thathave been traditionally valued within the
culture, i.e., relationships, land, the reef, traditional places, Palauan money, etc.

* Feel confident in their ability to discuss and carry out their roles in traditional
customs and practices.

* Take pridein their ability to use their knowledge of the history and geography
of Palau to make wise decisions about Palau’s future.

* Enjoy and appreciate excellence in traditional dancing, weaving, chanting,
singing, carving, and other forms of artistic expression.

* Feeleffectivein their ability to use their communication skills to more construc-
tively participateas a contributing member of their family, society, country,and
world.

» Feel confident to communicate in Palauan through speech and writing for a
variety of personal, practical, academic, and creative situations and needs.
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Appreciate, respect, and value the differences and similarities between Palauan
and other languages, and between the people of Palau, and those of other

cultures.

Find direction and deepening awareness of themselves through hearing and
reading important Palauan “classics” (legends, storics, songs, chants, various
writings, speeches, etc.) that address important Palauan values and issues.

Find satisfaction and deepening sensc of pride and self-worth as they write and
feel confident in their own abilities to compose, express their feelings and
opinions, and take on the creative role of “author.”

Feel confident and eager to problem solve and seek out new ideas and
information because of their competencies with various Palauan information

resources.
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Student Grade-by-Grade Objectives for
the Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

‘sTRANDITOPICFOCUS | © . GOAL, . |. .- STUDENTOBJECTIVES.
A. Values Students will be ableto... Students will be able to. ..
& Things
of Value 1. Demonstrate knowledge of 1.1 Discuss why it is important to treat
the twenty most important themselves and others with respect.

values of Palauan culture.

1.2 Discuss what are the consequences
of not following the advice and
directions of their elders.

1.3 Discuss why good manners are
important.

1.4 Discuss why it is important for
children to always show respect
for their elders.

i 1.5 Describe the love that parents have
for their children.

1.6 Name and describe many things in
nature that are beautirul.

1.7 Demonstrate how to be polite to one
another.

1.8 Compare and contrast how they are
similar and different from one another,
how the differences are good, and
how people different from themselves

A b e vralia e A

1.9  Discuss the importance of respecting
the property of others.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

OBJECTIVE
A. Values Students will be able to . .. Students will be able to. ..
& Things
of Value 2. Identify and discuss the skills, | 2.1  Discuss the natural beauty of Palau.
knowledge, and things that
(continued) have been traditionally of 2.2 Discuss how much family and clan
great value to Palauans. members love children and show

their love for them in many ways.
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TOPICIFOCUS

C. Social
Relationships,
Roles, &
Responsibilities

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to ...

Demonstrate knowledge of
names used to describe vari-
ous relationships.

Discuss and describe the
nature of traditional roles,
responsibilities, and relation-
ships between members
within a familv.

8.1

9.1

9.2

Students will be able to...

List the names used to describe their
relationship to immediate family
members.

Describe and discuss the traditional
role and responsibilities of children
in the family.

Discuss how children and elders
traditionally related to one another.

Identify and discuss the many ways
that they can help the family even
though they are young.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

- STRANDITOPICIFOCUS ' STUDENT OBJECTIVES - =+ =

D. Customs Students will be able to. .. Students will be able to ...
& Practices
17. Demonstrate and explain tradi- | 17.1 Discuss and demonstrate how children

tional ways of showing respect should show respect for their elders.
toward various populations,
e.g., elders, children, etc. 17.2 Discuss and demonstrate how children

should show respect for each other.

17.3 Discuss and demonstrate how children
should show their respect for the
property of others.

17.4 Discuss and demonstrate how children
should show respect for the teacher
and the things in the classroom.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

" STRAND/TOPICIFOCUS . STUDENT OBJECTIVES
F. Geography Students will be able to. .. Students will be able to...
35. Demonstrate knowledge about | 35.1 Correctly identify the name of their
the geography of their own village and be able to describe the
villages. physical characteristics about it.

35.2 Demonstrate their knowledge of their
village through their drawings and art
work.
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TRANDITOPIC/FOCUS

G. Crafts
& Artistic
Expression

38.

43.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to ...

UDENT OBJECTIVES ~ ~ **

Students will be able to ...

Demonstrate the ability to 38.1 Make a simple ball, whistle, and pin
weave a number of traditional wheel (bdui:, ngaok, cheberdored)

items

Demonstrate expertise in 43.1 As a class, without the assistance
performing a variet: of tradi- from the teacher, demonstrate and
tional dances, songs, and sing at least “ve of the Palauan songs
chants. identified in the curriculum for their |

grade level.

| 43.2 Discuss the custom of chanting. and
demonstrate the chant that is identi-
fied in the curriculum for their grade
level.

43.3 As aclass, without the assistance of
the teacher, demonstrate at least two
of the Palauan dances identified in
the curriculum for their grade level.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

_ STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

H. Listening Students will be able to...

e
>

Have numerous opportunities | 44.1
to listen to quality stories,

E songs, chants, poems, dramas,
| speeches, audio tapes, read-

ings, etc., which are highly 44.2
interesting and relevant to
them.
443
444
45. Have numerous opportuni- 45.1

ties to hear Palauan practiced,
spoken, and read aloud by
them, their classmates, their
teachers, and other experts.

452

453

TUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto...

Listen to numerous stories about topics
which are familiar and interesting to
first graders.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
five Palauan children’s stories that
were read aloud to them in class.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
five familiar Palauan songs that were
read and sung to them in class.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
one Palauan chant or poem that was
chanted or read aloud to them in
class.

Listen daily to highly interesting, pre-
dictable, repetitive stories, poems, and
songs in order to get comfortable with
the rhythms, patterns, and common
phrasing of Palauan.

Listen to slides, films, filmstrips, vid-
eotapes, and audio tape recordings of
highly interesting guest speakers, sto-
ries, poems, and songs where expert
readers and singers model their skills.

List at least two different people
whom they have heard read a picture
book story, poem, or speech to their
class.
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STRANDITOPICIFOCUS |

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

H. Listening

(continued)

46.

48.

49.

Students will be ableto...

Think about what they hear
and listen well enough to
identify, discuss, and summa-
rize key elements, i.e., the
directions, the theme/main
idea, sequence of events, the
speaker or reader’s motiva-
tion, plot, setting, main char-
acters, characterizations, etc.,
of what is read or spoken fo
them.

Discuss and demonstrate
how a courteous audience
behaves.

Effectively listens to nonverbal
cues.

46.1

46.3

46.4

48.1

49.1

Students will be ableto. ..

Identify the main characters, sum.z
rize the theme/main idea anc acc.-
rately recall the sequence of even:s
for at least five of the children’s booxs
that were read to them during the
school year.

Recall simple class instructicns ir.
their own words accurately.

Recall stories or songs that thev ar
specific classmates liked during i~
school year and discuss whv

AU ON

Proficiently participate in TPR (To:z!
Physical Response) activities and
plav games where they are required
to listen and respond to verbal dirz:-
tions with specific body movemer.:s.
e.g.. “Simon Says,” “Hide 'n Seek,” <:c.

1scuss why making noise wnen
sormreone 1s tryving to share ¢ s:or:

with the class is not nice.

Discuss how people can tell when
ancther is feeling about somethinz
by looking at their facial expressicos.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

' STRANDTOPICIFOCUS | UDENT OBJECTIVES -

I. Speaking Students will be ableto . .. Students will be able to ...
& Reciting

50. Have many opportunities to 50.1 Talk about two of their favorite books.
be engaged in discussion about
things that are important to 50.2 Talk about their favorite subject or
them, that they are experienc- activity in school.
ing and feeling, and about
which they are reading and
studying. happy, sad, excited, and angry.

Ul
.C)
(O8]

™ _ 11 1 TS P & A U A~ KA~
talk about tnluz—sa that make them fec!

51. Express themselves in speech | 51.1 Respectfully and politely greet some-
with clarity and precision for one older.
many practical situations, i.e.,
asking questions, giving direc- | 51.2 Introduce themselves or a friend, and
tions, participating in every- share personal information about
day conversations, sharing themselves.
their feelings and experiences,
participating in meetings, giv- Politely ask permission to do some-
ing speeches, etc. thing or to have something.

&)
—
W

51.4 Ask for help politely.
51.5 Ask someone to join them in play.

51.6 Ask for directions.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

'STRANDITOPICFFOCUS |

UQENT OBJECT,VES I

I. Speaking
& Reciting
(continued)

52.

Students will be able to...

Express themselves in speech - | 52.1

with clarity and precision for

many creative and recreational

situations, i.e., telling jokes,

storytelling, reciting poems, 522

sharing songs, playing games,

presenting skits or dramas,

etc. 523
52.4
525

Students will be ableto...

Play games where they required to
locate a hidden object in the class-
room.

Independently recite a rhyme, song,
or poem that they like.

Play games where they give verbal
directions or ask permission and lis-
ten well enough to successfully play
games, e.g., “Simon Says,” “Mother,
May 1,” etc.

Invent their own new phrase for a
song or chant.

Play games (from recommended list
of games for the Palauan studies cur-
riculum) with each other, especially
those which require them to use their
skills for listening, speaking, sharing,
giving instructions, asking questions,
etc.
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I. Speaking
& Reciting
(continued)

53.

54.

55.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

“STRANDTOPICFOCUS |

Students will be able to...

Express themselves in speech
with clarity and precision for
many academic situations, i.e.
participating in small or large
group class discussions, shar-
ing information with class-
mates, brainstorming, giving
different reports, debating
questions, dramatic readings,
etc.

Confidently read aloud cho-
rally and individually various
works (letters, stories, poems,
newspaper articles, own com-
positions) with effective use
of voice, volume, pace, tone,
intonation, pronunciation,

gesture, facial expressions, etc.

Capably retell stories in their
own words.

53.1

53.2

53.3

8
w0
o

53.6

54.2

543

55.1

T OBJECTIVES "~

Students will be ableto...

Confidently share with classmates
and the teacher information about
themselves and their family.

Correctly ask questions that seek
more information.

Actively take turns in class sharing
information, giving answers, provid-
ing feedback, and asking questions.

Actively participate in “Show and Tell.”

Effectively carry out the rotated job of
team leader.

Give classmates a short set of direc-
tions for how to do something.

Successfully read in unison with class-
mates five big picture books that were
read aloud to them in class.

Successfully sing in unison with class-
mates five rhythmical and repetitious
songs that were read and sung to
them in class.

Successfully recite in unison with
classmates five rhythmical and repeti-
tious poems that were read aloud to
them in class.

Retell at least three stories using their
own illustrations
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

-STRANDITOPIC/FOCUS  STUDENT OBJECTIVES -
I. Speaking Students will be able to . . . Students will be able to. ..
& Reciting
(continued) 56. Sgnsitively.and respectfully 56.1 Discuss why it is important not to
disagree with another’s point make fun of someone who says
of view in discussions. something they do not think is right

or that they disagree with.

58. Capably use body movements, | 58.1 Demonstrate reciting at least five
skits, and dramatizations to rhymes, songs, or chants with body
convey meaning. movements.

58.2 Correctly pantomime body move-
ment responses to at least five TPR
commands.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

_STRANDITOPIC/FOCUS |~ STUDENT OBJECTIVES . -

J.  Viewing, Students will be able to... Students will be ableto. ..
Reading,
& Literature 60. Have many opportunities to 60.1 Associate print to pictures.
view and read a large variety
of well-written stories, books, | 60.2 Associate what is spoken with words.
plays, pamphlets, articles,
posters, charts, diagrams, 60.3 Associate words with ideas.
printed materials, etc., which
are highly interesting and 60.4 Know that print carries meaning.

well illustrated.

60.5 Recognizes their own name in limited
contexts.

60.6 Correctly identify and discuss at least
five children’s picture books that were
read aloud to them in class.

60.7 Correctly identify and discuss at least
three rhythmical and repetitious songs
that were read and sung to them in
class.

60.8 Correctly identify and discuss at least
three rhythmical and repetitious poems
that were read aloud to them in class.
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J. Viewing,
Reading,
& Literature

(continued)

* STRANDITOPIC/FOCUS | -

61.

62.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be ableto ...

Have numerous opportuni-
ties to read their thoughts,
their stories, and about their
own realities.

: 61.1

61.2

Independently select and
read various materials from
a libraryv for both pleasure and
personal enrichment.

61.3

| STUDENTOBJECTIVES ~ * =

The students will be ableto...

Correctly identify and discuss at least
five traditional Palauan children’s
stories that were read aloud to them
in class.

Correctly identify and discuss at least
five Palauan songs read and sung to
them in class.

Read statements that they made in
response to a story reading which
were recorded verbatim by their
teacher.

Read simple books atout themselves
made by each studen: with the help
of the teacher.

Select reading material that interest
them from the class library and par-
ticipate in Sustained Silent Reading
(SSR) for at least six minutes, four
times per week.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

STRANDITOPICIFOCUS STUDENT OBJECTIVES, ~ .

J.  Viewing, Students will be able to... Students will be able to . ..
Reading,
& Literature 64. Read with confidence various | 64.1 Correctly find their names somewhere
(continued) practical writings related to posted in the classroom.

successfully carrying out vari-
ous everyday activities, e.g.,
labels, signs, charts, posters,
lists, instructions, notes,
memos, letters, recipes, pre-
scriptions, receipts, bills of
sale, forms and applications,
job announcements, newspa-
per and magazine articles,
laws, legislation, etc.

65.Analyze and find with ease
the main ideas, main charac-
ters, theme, sequence of
events, and cause and effect
relationships, plot, setting,
characterization, points of
view, etc., in what they read.

66. Proficiently read illustrations,
graphs, maps, charts, posters,
diagrams, and other visual
displays.

67. Demonstrate familiarity and
knowledge about significant
Palauan and Pacific Region
children’s, intermediate, and
adult literary classics, their
authors, and the period and
conditions in which they were

| written.

64.2

64.3

66.1

66.2

67.1

67.2

Correctly identify at least two posters
in their classroom and discuss what
they are about.

Correctly count certain objects from
one to ten.

Correctly order the sequence of events
of a story using picture cards which
are shuffled and out of order for at
least three of the stories that were
studied in class.

Correctly match central illustrations
for stories with their titles.

Correctly find their name from a list.

Correctly find the teacher’s desk from
a seating chart of their classroom.

Correctly identify and discuss at least
three children’s books that are
authored by Pacific Region authors.

Identify and discuss at least five
Pacific Region writers and authors
and tellat least fwo things that they
know about each writer.
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'STRAND/TOPICIFOCUS

K. Composition
& Writing

69.

70.

71.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies €urriculum Framework

Students will be able to...

Have many opportunities to
write about things that are
important to them, that they
are experiencing and feeling,
and about which they are
reading and studying.

Use various literary works
and forms as models and
compose their own versions
of these writings.

Proficiently create illustra-
tions, timelines, graphs,
maps, charts, and diagrams to
communicate theirideas.

69.1

69.2

69.3

70.1

70.2

70.3

71.1

71.2

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto...

With the help of the teacher, illustrate
and author a simple book about
themselves and their family.

With the help of the teacher, make a
list summarizing all the interesting
and important things that were
covered during the week in Palauan
studies.

Compose a new ending for a known
story that reflects how they think i:
should have ended.

Write their own name.

Approximate print in their drawings.
Complete at least tiiree simple writing

frames.

Illustrate the main characters for a:
least four of the stories or legends that
they have studied.

Make at least three illustrations for a
story that they make up.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

STRAND/TOPIC/IFOCUS
K. Composing Students will be able to . ..
& Writing
(continued) 72. Express themselves in writing | 721

with clarity and precision for
many acadeniic situations, i.e.,
responses to questions, writing
stories, notes, reports, poems, | 72.2
skits, plays, summaries, book
reviews, essays, research pa-
pers, outlines, journal entries,
lab reports, trip summaries, 72.3
technical reports, etc.

73. Write with clarity and confi- 73.1
dence about their feelings,
points of view, and percep-
tions of everyday occurrences
and the world around them
for many personal and creative | 73.2
situations, e.g., diaries, letters,
poems, songs, stories, skits,
dramas, etc.

733

Students will be able to. ..

Draw pictures capturing what they
liked best about the stories that they
are studying.

Make illustrated book covers for at
least three of the stories that they read
in class.

Capture the poems that they hear
in class with pictures and simple
sentences.

Dictate a one sentence statement to go
into a class letter to a local children’s
story author about one of the author’s
books.

Compose simple sentences about the
natural beauty which surrounds
them.

Make up a story about an imaginary
friend.

ENT OBJECTIVES .~
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STRANDITOPIC/FOCUS®

K. Composing
& Writing

(continued)

74.

76.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to...

Competently compose practical
everyday items used to com-
municate ideas, i.e., labels,
signs, lists, instructions, notes,
memos, letters, recipes, pre-
scriptions, receipts, bills of
sale, forms and applications,
sharing of their feelings and
everyday experiences, record-
ing meetings, etc.

Discuss and demonstrate
familiarity with writing using
various formats, i.e., short
stories, fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, novels, diaries, journal
entries, autobiographies and
biographies, essays, narra-
tives, expository writings,
dramas, comedies, tragedies,
etc.

74.1

74.2

74.3

76.1

76.2

. STUDENTOBJECTIVES . -

Students will be able to...

Proficiently copy three simple recipes
for things they made in class from the
board.

Complete at least two simple thank
you for helping them cards for their
elders.

Complete a list of five things that they
would really like to have.
Correctly complete at least ore example

of a short note.

Correctly complete at least two
examples of a short story.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

' STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS | -

UDENT OBJECTIVES

L. Critical Students will be ableto. .. Students will be ableto...
Thinking
78. Think about what they hear 78.1 Participate weekly in speaking, writ-
and read and respond to these ing, art, drama, and additional read-
ideas with integrated writing, ing for field trip activities which are
speaking, and listening activi- direct extensions of the reading books
ties. that they are studying.
79. Think with increasing com- 79.1 Recall the sequence of a story.
plexity (i.e., recall, sequence,
summarize, group, delete, 79.2 Correctly complete Rebus and Cloze
compare and contrast, pre- versions of familiar stories.
dict, elaborate, expand upon,
infer, apply, evaluate, etc.). 79.3 Compare and contrast the actions and
behaviors of two characters in a story.
79.1 From a story or article title and its first

sentence, predict the content of the
passage and identify topics the pas-
sage will cover.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

ENT OBJECTIVES . : '

- STRANDITOPICIFOCUS | |

L. Critical ‘Students will be ableto... Students will be ableto. ..

Thinking

(continued) 82. Interpret and discuss with 82.1 Discuss at least three of the books that
ease the relevancy of what they selected for their SSR activity
they read in terms of their and why they selected them.
understanding, feelings
values, and experience. 82.2 Identify at least one character that

somewhat reminded them of them-
selves or someone they know.

82.3 Identify at least one story that par-
ticularly made them feel good.

82.4 Identify at least one song, story, or
chant that has special meaning for
them or someone they know.

83. Make predictions and judge- 83.1 Justify conclusions drawn about dif-
ments about what they read, ferent characters in a story.
hear, and view, and justify
their conclusions.
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‘STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS ' " GOAL -

L. Critical
Thinking
(continued)

89.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to...

Consider what they read and
hear in terms of the human,
ethical, and cultural values
that they reflect and promote.

Effectively participate in all
phases of group problem
solving, i.e., problem identifi-
cation, brainstorming, infor-
mation retrieval, synthesizing
information, proposing a
course of action for resolution
of the problem, plan modifi-
cation, evaluation of solution.

84.1

84.2

84.3

84.4

89.1

89.2

89.3

_ STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto...

Give at least one example of a charac-
ter that they thought was a good per-
son and discuss why they thought so.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that helped them
understand more about how to be
a good citizen of Palau.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that they think tried to
teach them something about respect.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that helped them un-
derstand more about: sharing, nature
and natural beauty, the importance of
good manners, parental love, respect-
ing the property of others, or the im-
portance of respecting our elders.

Actively participate in class meetings.

Politely demonstrate introducing all
the members of their small work

group.

Work in small groups to answer
together thiree questions that the
teacher asks them about one of the
stories read to them during the year.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS iy . GOAL "

M. Vocabulary
Development

91.

GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to. ..

Have strong enough vocabu-
lary and language skills so as
to read proficiently Palauan
language newspapers.

91.1

91.2

91.3

91.4

91.5

91.6

91.7

91.8

91.9

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Name, label, and describe corru..on
items found in their homes and class-
room.

Discuss and use various descriptive
adjectives (color, shape, size, texture,
etc.).

Discuss and use various terms used
to describe their feelings.

Discuss and use various terms used
to describe everyday actions.

Discuss and use various terms used
to describe different activities associ-
ated with children’s play.

Discuss and use various terms used
to identify various parts of the body.

Discuss and use various terms used
to identify various times of the day
and year.

Discuss and use various terms used
to describe the location of things.

Discuss and use various terms used
to describe the things people com-
monly wear.

91.10 Discuss and use various terms used

to describe the various member of the
family.

91.11 Match key vocabulary words on pre-

pared cards with words embedded in
a story.
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GRADE 1

Palauan Studies Curriculum Framework

'STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

N. Structure Students will be able to. ..
& History of
the English 95. Recognize common sounds 95.1
Language and patterns of Palauan.

97. Identify and discuss various | 971
conventions of writing—
punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling.

. .- STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Know the letters of the Palauan
alphabet.

Know that sentences begin with
capital letters and end with some
punctuation mark.
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’1_;13 Palau Ministry of Education is indebted to Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl, director
for the Bureau of Curriculum and Program Development, who provided the inspira-
tion and means for creating the first set of Curriculum Frameworks for Palau Public
Schools. From their inception, his vision for these frameworks as a critical tool in the
process of curriculum renewal and improvement has been the driving force for their
ultimate completion. We are grateful for his unwavering commitment toward the

educational advancement and future dreams of our children.
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and no official endorsement by the DOE should be inferred.

This framework was developed by the Bureau of Curriculum and
Program Development, Ministry of Education, Republic of Palau.




foreword

Curriculum renewal and improvement is an ongoing process. For many years now, it
has been very clear that the Ministry of Education’s improvement efforts would be
greatly facilitated if frameworks for all our content areas could be completed. This
important task is not a small one. Since the Ministry’s initiation in 1986 of its Five-Year
Improvement Plan, the dialogue and work to detail, refine, review, and reach consen-
sus on what knowledge is most important to teach for each discipline for twelve years

of schooling has been foremost in the work and thoughts of the Ministry’s personnel.

These important maps, our frameworks, need to take Palau’s students into the next
century with strong foundations and skills to deal with the community and world
around them. This framework is one of seven completed core frameworks which when
implemented will help everyone involved with education in Palau to be much clearer
on our task, mission, and prescribed program for each student. We believe that our
frameworks are finally ready to help us charta course to many improvements in terms of
our instructional program, staff development, materials development, and materials

adoption for the next several years, and we are extremely excited.

Of course, it is in the implementation of our frameworks that we will be able to see the
real strength of our commitments and ideas. But if the development process for the
frameworks and the many people who gave of themselves often beyond what they
thought possible is any indication, we are confident that these next few years for

education in Palau will be bright and will bring about many significant improvements.

Our overall goals for all our students is to prepare them appropriately to function as
informed and effective citizens of our Republic, to succeed in the world of work, and to
attain a level of personal satisfaction and happiness. The teaching of the English
language and the things outlined in this framework brings us one step closer to deli-
vering to our students and communities the kind of educational experiences that will

yield for us our desired harvest.

Asour world and our understanding of it changes, so must our curriculum. We would

like to commend the many individuals who worked on this English Language frame-
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work and their endeavors to update and improve how and what it is we teach our
students in terms of English language development over the next several years.

Noticeably, our new curriculum framework is improved in the following ways:

1. More emphasis on meaningful, relevant and useful activities, materi-
als, and print-rich environments;

2. Focuson the teaching of reading, writing, speaking, and listening not
as separate skills but as interrelated skills;

3. Stronger promotion of story and literature based strategies;

4. Greater clarity about our purpose and what instructional approaches
might prove more successful with our students, e.g., language experi-
ence approach, whole language approach, shared reading, sustained
silent reading, etc.;

5. More emphasis on students and teachers as authors, and the accom-
plished writers and written works of the Pacific Region; and

6. Strengthened efforts on guiding the students to develop higher order
thinking skills.

Still much work lies ahead for us all. There is a great need to make new materials, and at
the same time provide better, more relevant training for our teachers. But nothing is more
important than the commitmentand supportof our staff, teachers, and community working
together to promote excellence in the teaching of English. We feel hopeful about this

framework and believe that it will be a useful tool to help us do just that.

Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl

Director

Bureau of Curriculum & Program Development
Palau Ministry of Education

1993
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CHAPTER 1
Rationale for the Teaching of English

To prepare students to function as informed citizens who function effectively in the
world of work, and who are capable of attaining a high level of success and personal
fulfillment is the mission of the Ministry of Education. As with the teaching of our
Palauan language, the teaching of the English language is viewed as a priority if our

educational program is to be relevant and successful.

Without language, there is no thought; and without strong, well-developed language
skills—listening, speaking, writing, and reading, students would be severely handi-
capped and poorly prepared for their world. For the vast majority of our students,
Palauan is their first language; however, it is no longer the case that proficiency only in
our first languages is sufficient to be effective and successful in today’s Palau. While
English is not the dominant language in our homes, it is the dominant language of our
legal system, political system, economy, schools via the available instructional
materials, scientific writings, pleasure reading, technical manuals, mass media, and

major information resources.

Presently, the availability of instructional materials for all the core content areas—
Math, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, in our first language is severely limited.
Mostly all of our text materials are published in English. Without a strong command
of English, school success is virtually impossible. As well, English is now almost a
basic requirement for most jobs available to our young people. Itis a fact that the ability
to secure a better paying job is greatly improved if the applicant can confidently and

competently communicate in at least Palauan and in English.

Those students who graduate our school program who master a certain fluency and
proficiency in Englishwillalmost assuredly have many more options available to him/
her in terms of post-secondary training. Unfortunately, the reality is that while many
of ourstudents after high school do begin some kind of training or schooling, only those
who have strong English language skills are very successful and emerge with oppor-

tunities for graduate studies available to them.
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Knowledge and proficiency of English is also necessary if we are to protect our land
and way of life. From status negotiations to land deeds to bills of sale, almost all major
transactions currently affecting our everyday lives are better carried out if our citizens
have a strong, working knowledge of English. The ability to protect our land and
establish our self-sufficiency is contingent on many Palauans becoming literate in
English. Without a knowledge of English, the important role of wise consumer is also
nearly impossible. A majority of our productdescriptions, warning labels, and product
use instructions are not available in Palauan, but in English, and to a lesser degree, in

Japanese.

Taught correctly and learned well, literacy in English can mean for all young Palauans
opportunities to first-hand participate as knowledgeable, informed citizens of a
global community. New ideas, new practices, new discoveries, crises, current events,
and major world occurrences are much more accessible. The opportunity to gather a
well informed opinion or approach to a problem is greatly improved with English as

well as Palauan communication skills.

Fluency in anotherlanguage is the most powerful passport into another world, and the
English-speaking world covers a vast and varied region. Many people throughout the
world areboth schooled in their first language and in English. Because so many people
in the world tend to use English, Palauans who are fluent in English have many more
opportunities to experience personal and professional relationships with English-

speaking people internationally.

Our own Palauan culture and history is rich. With our English abilities, the opportu-
nities to educate, inform, and communicate to the outside world about Palau and
things Palauan become limitless. Written records about our way of life is one way of
guaranteeing the perpetuation of our culture. In terms of human development, because
avastquantity of theworld’s great literature and compositions are available in English,
for the English-proficient person who has learned to read for pleasure and enlighten-
ment, a rich world of ideas is only volumes away. Through reading about the human
condition and important social themes, our young people will have many more
opportunities to explore feelings, depths of emotions, and numerous human dilemmas
and to formulate and integrate new strategies for happier, more productive, and

positive ways of relating with one another.
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Also, the study of a different language often affords one the important opportunity to
value and understand one’s first language and appreciate it and one’s own culture in
ameaningful way. While this is not one of the most significant reasons why English must

be taught, it is a side benefit that we can enjoy and be enriched by.

Of the Ministry’s seven major goals, none of them can be accomplished if our students do
not have strong English language competencies. All seven of them directly or indirectly

necessitate the learning of English by all the students. They are as follows:

GOALS

1. To prepare students as responsible citizens of Palau by emphasizing
their individual and collective duty to contribute to the welfare of the
Republic.

2. Toinstill in students the value of Palauan Identity and unity through
the study of the local language, customs, music, art, politics, economics
and social characteristics of the Republic.

3. To foster awareness and knowledge of Palau, the rest of the world and
the role of Palau in the world.

4. To provide students with basic language skills (i.e. comprehension,
speaking, reading, and writing) in both Palauan and English.

5. To provide student with basic skills in the areas of Math, Science, and
Social Studies.

6. To provide students with adequate preparation for college or vocational
education.

7. To provide students with opportunities (e.g., information, counseling,
and limited scholarships) for post-secondary education outside of Palau
with focus on careers identified as priorities for the Republic.
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CHAPTER 2

The Goals and Outcomes of
the English Language Arts Curriculum

The Goals and Outcomes
of the English Language Arts Curriculum Framework
are to Develop Students Who . ..

MAJOR ATTITUDES

* Feel effective in their ability to use their enhanced communication abilities to
more constructively participate as a contributing member of their family,

society, country, and world.

* Feel confident to communicate in English through speech and writing for a

variety of personal, practical, academic, and creative situations and needs.

* Appreciate, respect, and value the differences and similarities between Palauan

and the English language, and the people of Palau, and those of other cultures.

* Enjoy, appreciate, and feel enriched by the great literary “classics” and compo-
sitions of the Pacific and the world available in English.

* Findsatisfaction and deepening sense of pride and self-worth as they write and
feel confident in their own abilities to compose, express their feelings and
opinions, and take on the creative role of “author.”

* Feel confidentand eager to problem solve and seek out new ideas and informa-
tion because of their competencies with the English language and various

information resources.

* Find direction and deepening awareness of themselves through their readings

of various writings that address important values and conditions throughout
the world.

* Enjoy language learning and understand the value of being multilingual.
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KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

A. [Listening

1.

Have numerous opportunities to listen to quality stories, songs,
chants, poems, dramas, speeches, audio tapes, readings, etc., which
are highly interesting and relevant to them.

Have numerous opportunities to hear English practiced, spoken, and
read aloud by them, their classmates, their teachers, and by other
experts.

Think about what they hear and listen well enough to identify,
discuss, and summarize key elements, i.e., the directions, the theme/
main idea, sequence of events, the speaker or reader’s motivation,
plot, setting, main characters, characterizations, etc., of whatis read
or spoken to them.

Discriminate effectively between someone who is a model and effec-
tivereader, storyteller, speech maker, conversationalistand someone
who is not.

Discuss and demonstrate how a courteous audience behaves.
Effectively listens to non-verbal cues.

Recognize various forms of speech and writing from what they hear,
e.g., conversations, small and large group discussions, directions,
poems, songs, chants, speeches, announcements, stories, skits, dra-
mas, reports, etc.

B. Speaking and Reciting

8.

10.

11.

Have many opportunities to be engaged in discussion about things
that are important to them, that they are experiencing, feeling, and
about which they are reading and studying.

Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
practical situations, i.e., asking questions, giving directions, partici-
pating in everyday conversations, sharing their feelings and exper-
iences, participating in meetings, giving speeches, etc.

Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
creative and recreational situations, i.e. telling jokes, storytelling,
reciting poems, sharing songs, playing games, presenting skits or
dramas, etc.

Express themselves in speech with clarity and precision for many
academic situations, i.e. participating in small or large group class
discussions, sharing information with classmates, brainstorming,
giving different reports, debating questions, dramatic readings, etc.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Confidently read aloud chorally and individually various works
(letters, stories, poems, newspaper articles, own compositions) with
effective use of voice, volume, pace, tone, intonation, pronunciation,
gesture, facial expressions, etc.

Capably retell stories in their own words.

Sensitively and respectfully disagree with another’s point of view in
discussions.

Discuss and demonstrate how effective speakers must modify what
they are saying or reading aloud in order to be effective and sensitive
to their audiences.

Capably use body movements, skits, and dramatizations to convey
meaning.

Persuasively present a speech or an argument and orally sway the
attitude of an audience of their peers and teachers.

C. Viewing, Reading, and Literature

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Have many opportunities to view and read a large variety of well
written stories, books, plays, pamphlets, articles, posters, charts,

diagrams, printed materials, etc., which are highly interesting and
well illustrated.

Have numerous opportunities to read their thoughts, their stories,
and about their own reality.

Independently select and read various materials from a library for
both pleasure and personal enrichment.

Independently select and read various materials from a library for
academic purposes.

Read with confidence various practical writings related to successfully
carrying out various everyday activities, e.g., labels, signs, charts,
posters, lists, instructions, notes, memos, letters, recipes, prescrip-
tions, receipts, bills of sale, forms and applications, job announce-
ments, newspaper and magazine articles, laws, legislation, etc.

Interpret and discuss with ease the relevancy of what they read in
terms of their understanding, feelings, and experience.

Identify and discuss various readings that help them understand

what it is to be a good human being and to clarify their values and
moral judgement.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Analyze and find with ease the main ideas, main characters, theme,
sequence of events, and cause and effect relationships, plot, setting,
characterization, points of view, etc., in what they read.

Proficiently read illustrations, graphs, maps, charts, posters, dia-
grams, and other visual displays.

Identify and discuss various strategies and context cues they use in
helping them to read various kinds of writing, including content-
specific writing, e.g., text materials and resource materials for Sci-
ence, Math, Health, Social Studies, Palauan Studies, Art, Music.

Demonstrate familiarity with reading a variety of literary genres,
including, short stories, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, novels, diaries,
journal entries, autobiographies and biographies, essays, narratives,
expository writings, dramas, comedies, tragedies, etc.

Demonstrate familiarity and knowledge about significant Palauan
and Pacific Region children’s, intermediate, and adult literary clas-
sics, their authors, and the period and conditions in which they were
written.

Demonstrate familiarity and knowledge about significant children’s,
intermediate, and adult literary classics written in English from
throughout the world, theirauthors, and the period and conditionsin
which they were written.

Comprehend enough background information so as to understand
inferences, idioms, expressions, points of view, and the irony or
humor in what they read.

Discern what is an excellent piece of writing and when an author has
been effective.

D. Composing and Writing

33.

34

35.

Have many opportunities to write about things that are important to
them, that they are capericucing, feeling, and about which they are
reading and studying.

Use various literary works and forms as models and compose their
own versions of these writings.

Proficiently create illustrations, timelines, graphs, maps, charts, and
diagrams to communicate their ideas.
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Express themselves in writing with clarity and precision for many
academic situations, i.e. responses to questions, writing stories, notes,
reports, poems, skits, plays, summaries, book reviews, essays, re-
search papers, outlines, journal entries, lab reports, trip summaries,
technical reports, etc.

Write with clarity and confidence about their feelings, points of view,
and perceptions of everyday occurrences and the world around them
for many personal and creative situations, e.g., diaries, letters, poems,
songs, stories, skits, dramas, etc.

Competently compose practical everyday items used to communicate
ideas, i.e., labels, signs, lists, instructions, notes, memos, letters,
recipes, prescriptions, receipts, bills of sale, forms and applications,
sharing of their feelings and everyday experiences, recording meet-
ings, etc.

Demonstrate skill and familiarity with all phases of the writing
process (pre-writing, drafting, revising, and final editing), and use
feedback on their writings so that they end up clear, interesting, and
well-written compositions.

Discuss and demonstrate familiarity with writing using various
formats, i.e., short stories, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, novels, diaries,
journal entries, autobiographies and biographies, essays, narratives,
expository writings, dramas, comedies, tragedies, etc.

Persuasively present an argument in writing to reach a particular
audience and sway their attitude about something.

Effectively use their writing skills to help them improve the condi-
tions around them.

Demonstrate knowledge of contemporary word processing tools.

E. Critical Thinking

44.

45.

46.

Think about what they hear and read and respond to these ideas with
integrated writing, speaking, and listening activities.

Think with increasing complexity (i.e., recall, sequence, summarize,
group, delete, compare and contrast, predict, elaborate, expand
upon, infer, apply, evaluate, etc.).

Identify and discuss various context clues they use in helping them
to comprehend various kinds of writing, including content specific
writing, e.g., text materials and resource materials for Science, Math,
Health, Social Studies, Palauan Studies, Art, and Music.
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47.

48.

49.

50.

S1.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

Distinguish between fact and opinion in what they read, view, and
hear.

Analyze stories for deeper meaning and understand inferences.

Make predictions and judgements about what they read, hear, and
view and justify their conclusions.

Consider what they read and hear in terms of the human, ethical, and
cultural values that they reflect and promote.

Recognize propaganda techniques in what they read, view, and hear.

Share their awareness of various aesthetic values, i.e., writing style,
wit, use of imagery by the authors that they study.

Proficiently diagram their ideas as an effective way of organizing
information.

Confidently use various information resources to investigate ques-
tions and get answers.

Effectively participate in all phases of group problem-solving, i.e.,
problemidentification, brainstorming, informationretrieval, synthe-
sizing information, proposing a course of action for resolution of the
problem, plan modification, evaluation of solution.

Capably discuss how tragedy, irony, simile, metaphor, image, sym-
bolism, humor, etc. is employed in writings.

Identify and discuss various literature selections which strengthened
their understanding of information that they are studying in the
science, social studies, health, and math content areas.

G. Vocabulary Development

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Face new words with strategies for getting what they mean.

Learn English action words by participating in bodv movements and
actions which correspond to the words and phrases being learned.

Discuss how knowledge of the origin of words, root words, and
prefixes can help in understanding the meaning of a word.

Have strong enough vocabulary and language skills so as to read
proficiently English language newspapers.

Have familiarity with common computer terms.
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63.

64.

65.

Demonstrate and discuss how to effectively access information from
various language resources, including dictionaries, thesauruses,
libraries, directories.

Complete creative writing assignments employing vocabulary and
concepts taught to them from the various core content areas (i.e.,
Science, Math, Social Studies, Health, Palauan Studies, English Lan-
guage Arts).

Edit their own compositions using more precise and vivid words
with which to make their point.

H. Structure and History of the English Language

66

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Recognize common sounds and patterns of the English language.

Effectively discuss the many similarities and differences which exist
between structure of the English language and that of Palauan.

Demonstrate familiarity with English grammar, grammar
references, and style books.

Identify and discuss various English conventions of writing—punc-
tuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Demonstrate awareness of formal and informal English.
Discuss and identify various English dialects and slang.

Recognize the major countries where English is predominantly spo-
ken.

Discuss how languages change and what are some of the ways
English is changing.

Demonstrate familiarity. with the history of English and American
English, the currentstatus of Englishin the world, and current issues
that surround English literacy.
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CHAPTER 3

The Organization of the Palau
English Language Arts Curriculum

The following are the major areas for the Palau English Language Curriculum accom-
panied by short descriptions. While they are discussed as separate skills, we would like
toemphasize that they are sub-skills that are all interrelated and should be taught in an

integrated, whole language approach.

A.  Listening

This information should help students develop strong abilities to listen to
speakers of English and understand what they are saying. Hopefully, with
this information the students will also learn to grasp the subtleties of the
language, and appreciate the beauty of spoken English.

B. Speaking and Reciting

This information should help students develop strong abilities to commu-
nicate through speech. Hopefully, with this information the students will
also learn to speak or recite with confidence and clarity for a variety of
situations.

C. Viewing, Reading, and Literature

This information should help students develop strong reading abilities.
Hopefully, with this information the students will be able to confidentlv
seek out variety of writings, read them, and learn from them.

D. Composing and Writing

This information should help students develop strong abilities to write
about their feelings and the world around them. Hopefully, with this
information the students will be able to express, document, and communi-
cate to others their perceptions and concerns.
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E.  Critical Thinking

This information should help students develop strong abilities to apply
whatitis they read. Hopefully, with thisinformation thestudents will better
be prepared to solve any problem that might confront them in a logical,
economical, and thoughtful manner.

F.  Vocabulary Development

This information should help students develop in their ability to confi-
dently read newspapers, confront new words, and access documents,
libraries, individuals, and various writings for information. Hopefully,
with this information the students will be able to confidently know where
to go to find the meaning of something and information about something
whenever they need it.

G.  Structure and History of the English Language

This information should help students develop in their appreciation for the
structure of English and their first language. Hopefully, with this informa-
tion, students will better be able to organizé’ their thoughts aboutlanguages
and confidently proceed to learn many more languages.

The order in which the topic areas are presented is meant in no way to be a reflection
of their relative importance within the curriculum. All of the topic areas are addressed
in every grade and are all viewed as important and vital. They were all selected based
on their relevance to existing needs and language concerns prevalent throughout our

Republic.

What determines the sequencing of the information, and the placement of specific
topics and components, is our understanding about our students and their level of
maturity and need for specific information at particular grades 'We do operate under
the assumption that our students” abilities to handle more and more complex feelings,

ideas, and issues develops as they grow and mature.

Englishlanguagearts educationis provided fromgrades 1 through 12 inevery school. The

course of study and student activities focus on developing high level of fluency.
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CHAPTER 4

The Instructional Approach of
the Palau English Language Curriculum

How well we are able toaccomplish our goal tosend our students into the futureand back
to their communities skilled readers and communicators of English depends greatly on

how our English curriculum is taught and supported.

English is a skill, a way of thinking, a tool for communication, gaining knowledge, and
for problem solving. In order to truly “learn” English, the language must be used over

and over again in meaningful contexts by the learner.

As new advances are made daily into our understanding of how a second language is
best learned and taught to students, we in Palau will seek to incorporate these better

ideas into our instruction.

When most of us learned our first languages, we learned them under certain “optimal”
conditions that helped us gain confidence and proficiency in our ability to communi-
cate. Through trial and error, practice, listening, and the necessity to communicate our
needs and explain the world around us, we were encouraged and coaxed to use and

learn our home languages.

We have come to understand now that the second, third, fourth, etc., languages are
more easily learned if we can provide our students with much the same “optimal”
conditions that were operating when they learned their first language. Given this
notion, and many others related to how we best meet our goal to develop English
language fluency, literacy, and proficiency among our students, the Palau English
Language Curriculum Office would like to offer up the following guidelines onhow we

believe English can best be taught to our students.

THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF OUR TEACHERS

The teacher’s role in the curriculum is critical. He or she must carry out a number of

roles to ensure that all our students attain the goals and objectives that have been set
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forth in Chapter 2. It is especially important that the students have teachers who

provide them with the following:

¢ Good Modelers of English

No amount of reading, exposure to interesting activities and presentations will
challenge students to think, read, and enjoy effectively communicating in English
if our teacher’s behaviors are in direct contradiction to what he/she is attempting
to teach. It is vitally important that the teacher constantly model the use of good
English. During English language class, the language of instruction should be
English. It is very difficult for the students to learn English if the teacher is using

Palauan to teach English.

L

Builders of Self-Esteem and Confidence

We know that our students learn best when they are able to learn in caring
environments where they feel that they areaccepted and respected. Every effort must
be made by the teacher to allow each student an opportunity to have her and his

feelings, ideas, and school work acknowledged and respected.

Itisimportant that the teacher establishes and maintains with the class certain rules
that work to help the students work in class in friendly, cooperative, and caring
ways. It should be clearly communicated to each and everyone in the school that
name calling and the humiliation of members of the school will not be tolerated.
Each child is unique and is to be treated to with respect so that he or she can find
school success and function as a successful contributing member of the school

community.

Praise for good effortand improvement from the teacher and fellow students is the
most positive way to build positive attitudes about learning and feelings of self-

worth by our students. Negative reinforcement must be used sparingly if at all.

The building of self-pride and self-esteem can also be accomplished by the teacher
in the type of readings that he/she selects for the students. As much as possible,
students need to see their own experience being written about, see their own
peopleintheroleof “author,” theirinterests and reality the topic of the assignments

and discussions.
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* Good Tour Guides Into New “Unchartered Territory”

When new material is being introduced, students need teachers to act as guides for

them. Good tour guides will do at least the following

+ State the purpose for the learning

+ Probe for prior knowledge.

+ Provide students with necessary background information.

+ Introduce the vocabulary in meaningful context.

+ Encourage students to ask questions.

+ Help students relate what is being learned to their own experience.

+ Provide extra activities which will offer opportunities for the students
to reinforce their new learning.

+ Evaluate students’ comprehension.

+ Have students make predictions

¢ Interpreters

Occasionally, there will be content covered in the curriculum which is a little
removed from the students’immediate environment and experience base, but was
included in the curriculum because there is a feeling that this information will
eventually be helpful and necessary for the students. In these instances, it is
important for the teacher to act somewhatas a “interpreters” and help the students
understand material that might be more difficult to understand given their

knowledge and experience base.

The teacher should use his or her knowledge about students” experiences, the
curriculum, and the local environment so as to draw relevant and clear examples
that will help the class better understand the ideas and concepts which might be

more “foreign” to them.

The more relevant the teacher can make the curriculum, the better. Please take
every opportunity to do this. The framework is merely the conceptual skeleton

which requires a creative, dedicated teacher to help it come alive for the students.
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* Designers of Pro-Literate Environments

Students need teachers who use their creativity to build a pro-literate environment
out of the classroom. Attractive posters, black boards, posted pictures, reading
corners, student-made books, etc., can all be used to provide extra motivation for

the students to want to read and write.

The more excitement and enthusiasm the teacher can generate for all kinds of
English language activities the better. Since our students are from a variety of
linguistic backgrounds, it would also be important to have many languages

represented in writing in the classroom.

Strong Advocates and Promoters of Reading

Each dayand week, time needs to be setaside for reading. Students also need to see
the adults in their homes and classrooms modeling good reading habits. There is
no greater motivation for reading than great stories, and stories that touch upon

familiar feelings, things, people, and events.

What is selected or developed by the teacher for in class reading, reading assign-
ments at home, reading aloud times, etc., can make all the difference in the world.
Even the poorest reader cannot resist an interesting story. Also, a good teacher can
takean interesting story and develop into a whole unitof funactivities thatnot only
allow the students to practice their English language skills but also to reinforce

their knowledge of various content areas.

e Supporter of “Multilingualism”

The teaching of English is in no way meant to undermine the student’s first and/
or home language. English should not be presented as a “better” language, only a
different language. Teachers should let the students know that being multilingual
is very desirable. Those people in the class that know how to converse, read, and
write in more than one language are very lucky. Students should be encouraged

by their teacher to learn as many languages well as is possible.

Palau Ministry of Education | English Language Arts Curriculum Framework




* Learning Styles Specialists

Our students need teachers who will work to make sure that the needs of all
students in the class are being met. Oftentimes this means delivering the lessons
using a variety of approaches. From experience we know that some students learn
information better when they can both hear and see what is being discussed. Also,
most of us remember more of the content being studied when we have been
provided with opportunities to touch or actively getinvolved with the information

being discussed.

Whenever possible, the teacher is strongly encouraged to vary the ways the English
language information is presented. It is much more interesting and meaningful to
the students when the teacher incorporates audio-visuals, field trips, role plays,

guest speakers, films, props, etc., in his or her instructional approach.

Allstudents need to gain in terms of their confidence in using English. Whileitmay
be easier to pace our lessons and activities to the “brightest” students in the class,
this approach does not serve the best interest of the class, community, or curricu-
lum. The mental, and emotional needs of all students should be keptin focus. A
resourceful teacher will enlist the help of the quicker students to help with the
instruction of those that are slower to grasp the information. This approach is very

useful and is almost always beneficial to all parties.

Parent/Community Involvement Specialists

When the families and parents of our students are aware of what is being taught
to their children via the English language curriculum, there are more opportunities
for the lessons to be actually reinforced and learned. Whenever possible, it is
important for the teacher to keep the students’ parents and families well informed
about the curriculum and whenever possible enlist their assistance to help their
students learn the English language information and strategies that are being

taught in school.

Our goal is to get better and better in how we teach and how our students learn
English. From our observations of our current classrooms we would like to end

with the following:
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We Need fewer English Language Classrooms Where

e Students are not actively involved.

e Thereis not enough emphasis on creative writing.

» The teacher lectures or grades papers for the whole period.

* Teacher mainly speaks in Palauan during English instruction.

e Students are not given enough positive reinforcement.

e Pleasure reading is not emphasized.

e Only certain students are consistently called upon to do things
and/or answer questions.

» Teacher emphasizes spelling and pronunciation more than

meaning and comprehension.

We Need MORE English Classrooms Where:

e Teachers build upon students first language knowledge.

* Englishlessons cutacross the content areas and reinforce what is being taught
in the other subject areas.

e DPalauan stories, values and the everyday experiences of the students are
being used in the teaching of English.

» Thelessons and activities the teacher has chosen or designed address a range
of interests and skill levels.

» There are a variety of teaching approaches being used.

o The students are eagerly waiting for their turn to practice and share their
English language skills.

»  Where with the young children, lots of the activities revolve around picture
books, thymes, stories, story telling, puppet shows, songs, poems, opportuni-
ties to “show & tell,” etc.

* Teachersespecially have good discussions which give the students important
background information before assigning difficult material to read.

» Teachers make a special effort to increase their waiting time for responses so
that even slower students who need just a little extra time to formulate their
answers have opportunities to successfully answer in class.

* Peer tutors are used so that more students get practice within a class period.
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CHAPTER 5

The Scope and Sequence
of the English Language Arts Curriculum

The Goals of the English Language Arts Framework
are to Develop Students Who . ..

MAJOR ATTITUDES

* Feel effective in their ability to use their enhanced communication abilities to
more constructively participate as a contributing member of their family,
society, country, and world.

* Feel confident to communicate in English through speech and writing for a
variety of personal, practical, academic, and creative situations and needs.

* Appreciate, respect, and value the differences and similarities between Palauan
and the English language, and the people of Palau, and those of other cultures.

* Enjoy, appreciate, and feel enriched by the great literary “classics” and compo-
sitions of the Pacific and the world available in English.

* Findsatisfaction and deepening sense of pride and self-worth as they write and
feel confident in their own abilities to compose, express their feelings and
opinions, and take on the creative role of “author.”

* Feelconfidentand eager to problem solve and seek out new ideas and informa-
tion because of their competencies with the English language and various
information resources.

* Finddirection and deepening awareness of themselves through their readings

of various writings that address important values and conditions throughout
the world.

* Enjoy language learning and understand the value of being multilingual.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

A. Listening

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to ...

1. Have numerous opportunities
to listen to quality stories,
songs, chants, poems, dramas,
speeches, audio tapes, read-
ings, etc., which are highly
interesting and relevant to
them.

2. Have numerous opportuni-
ties to hear English practiced,
spoken, and read aloud by
them, their classmates, their
teachers, and other experts.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

22

" 'STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Listen to numerous stories about
topics which are familiar and interest-
ing to first-grade students and which
they have experienced in their first

language.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
three translated familiar Palauan
children’s stories that were read aloud
to them in class.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
three familiar Palauan songs that were
translated, read, and sung to them in
class.

Identify correctly and discuss at least
three familiar Palauan chants or poems
that were translated and read aloud to
them in class.

Listen daily to highly interesting, pre-
dictable, repetitive stories, poems, and
songs in order to get comfortable with
the rhythms, patterns, and common
phrasing of English.

Listen to slides, films, filmstrips,
videotapes, or audio tape recordings
of highly interesting, repetitious,
rhythmuical stories, poems, and songs
so as to build confidence and familiar-
ity with English.
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GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

. STUDENT OBJECTIVES -

STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS |

A. Listening Students will be able to ... Students will be able to. ..
(continued) , . .

3. Think about what they hear 31 Identify the main characters, summa-
and listen well enough to rize the theme/main idea and accu-
identify, discuss, and summa- rately recall the sequence of events
rize key elements, i.e., the for at least five of the children’s books
directions, the theme/main that were read to them during the
idea, sequence of events, the school year.
speaker or reader’s motiva-
tion, plot, setting, main char- 3.2 Recall simple class instructions in
acters, characterizations, etc., their own words accurately.
of what is read or spoken (o
them. 3.3 Recall stories or songs that they and

specific classmates liked during the
school year and discuss why the
were especially good.

3.4 Proficiently participate in activities
(Total Physical Response) and play
games where they required to listen
and respond to verbal directions
with specific body movements, e.g.,
“Simon Says”, “Hide 'n Seek,” etc.

5. Discuss and demonstrate 5.1 Discuss why making noise when
how a courteous audience someone is trying to share a story
behaves. with the class is not nice.

7. Recognize various forms of 7.1  Listen and distinguish from a tape
speech and writing from recording: between a poem and a
what they hear, e.g., conver- report, a song and set of directions,
sations, small and large a reading of a fairy tale and a class
group discussions, directions, meeting.

poems, songs, chants,
speeches, announcements,
stories, skits, dramas, reports,
etc.
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- STRAND/TOPIC/IFOCUS

B. Speaking
& Reciting

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

10.

Students will be able to...

riave many opportuniues
be engaged in discussion
about things that are impor-
tant to them, that they are
experiencing, feeling, and
about which they are reading
and studying.

Express themselves in sp¢  :h
with clarity and precisior ‘or
many practical situations,

i.e., asking questions, giving
directions, participating in
everyday conversations,
sharing their feelings and
experiences, participating in
meetings, giving speeches,
etc.

Express themselves in speech
with clarity and precision for
many creative and recreational
situations, i.e. telling jokes,
storytelling, reciting poems,
sharing songs, playing games,
presenting skits or dramas,
etc.

S.1

82

8.3

9.1

9.2

9.3

10.1

10.2

10.3

_STUDENT OBJECTIVES -~

Students will be able to. ..

laik about rwo OI el ravorie

books.

Talk about their favorite subject or
activity in school.

Talk about things that make them
feel happy, sad, excited, and angry.

Respectfully and politely greet some-
one older.

Be able to introduce themselves or a
friend and share personal informa-
tion about themselves.

Politely ask permission to do some-
thing or have something.

Play games where they required to
locate a hidden object in the class-
room.

Invent their own new phrase for a
song or chant.

Play games where they give verbal
directions, or ask permission, and
listen well enough to successfullv
play the game, e.g., “Simon Says,”
“Mother, May 1,” etc.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS |

B. Speaking
& Reciting

(continued)

11

GRADE

1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

Students will be ableto. ..

Express themselves in speech
with clarity and precision for
many academic situations, i.e.,
participating in small or large
group class discussions, shar-
ing information with class-
mates, brainstorming, giving
different reports, debating
questions, dramatic readings,
etc.

12. Confidently read aloud cho-
rally and individually various
works (letters, stories, poems,
newspaper articles, own com-
positions) with effective use
of voice, volume, pace, tone,
intonation, pronunciation,
gesture, facial expressions,
etc.

13. Capably retell stories in their
own words.

11.2

11.3

114

11.6

12.1

12.2

12.3

13.1

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

Confidently share with classmates
and teacher the information about
themselves and their family.

Correctly ask questions that seek
more information.

Actively take turns in class sharing
information, giving answers, feed-
back, and asking questions.

Actively participate in “Show and
Tell.”

Effectively carry out the rotated job
of team leader.

Give classmates a short set of direc-
tions for how to do something.

Successfully read in unison with
classmates three classic children’s
rhythmical and repetitious picture
books that were read aloud to them
in class.

Successfully sing in unison with
classmates three rhythmical and
repetitious songs that were read
and sung to them in class.

Successfully recite in unison with
classmates three rhythmical and rep-
etitious poems that were read aloud
to them in class.

Retell at least three stories using their
own illustrations.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

B. Speaking
& Reciting

(continued)

14.

16.

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

STUDENT OBJECTIVES :

Students will be ableto. ..

Sensitively and respectfully
disagree with another’s point
of view in discussions.

Capably use body move-
ments, skits, and dramatiza-
tions to convey meaning.

14.1

16.1

16.2

Students will be able to ...

Why it is important not to make fun
of someone who says something that
they don't think is right or that they
agree with.

Demonstrate reciting at least three
English rhymes, songs, and chants
with body movements.

Pantomime correctly body move-
ment responses to at least five TPR
commands.
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: STRAND[TOPIC/FOCUS

C. Viewing,
Reading,
& Literature

(continued)

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

18.

‘plays, pamphlets, articles, with written words.

Students will be able to... Students will be able to...

Have many opportunities to 18.1 Begin to associate print to pictures.
view and read a large variety ‘
of well written stories, books, 18.2 Begin associating what is spoken

posters, charts, diagrams,
printed materials, etc., which 18.3 Begin associating words with ideas.
are highly interesting and
well illustrated. 18.4 Know that print carries meaning.

18.5 Recognizes their own name in lim-
ited contexts.

18.6 Identify correctly and discuss at least
three classic children’s rhythmical
and repetitious picture books that
were read aloud to them in class.

18.7 Identify correctly and discuss at least
three rhythmical and repetitious
songs that were read and sung to
them in class.

18.8 Identify correctly and discuss at least
three rhythmical and repetitious
poems that were read aloud to them
in class.

18.9 Identify correctly and discuss at least
three rhymes that were read aloud to
them in class.
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GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

~ STUDENT OBJECTIVES

C. Viewing, Students will be able to. .. Students will be able to . ..
Reading,
& Literature 19. Have numerous opportuni- 19.1 Identify correctly and discuss at least
(continued) ties. to reqd their thoughts, . thr.ec translate@ traditional Palauan
their stories, and about their children’s stories that were read
own reality. aloud to them in class.

19.2 Identify correctly and discuss at least
three familiar Palauan songs that
were translated, read, and sung to
them in class.

19.3 Read along with the teacher state-
ments that they made in response to
a story book which were recorded on
the board by the teacher.

19.4 Read simple books about themselves
made by each student with the help
of the teacher.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

C. Viewing,
Reading,
& Literature

(continued)

GRADE

1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

20.

22.

23.

24.

. GoAL

Students will be ableto...

Independently select and
read various materials from a
library for both pleasure and
personal enrichment.

Read with confidence various
practical writings related to
successfully carrying out
various everyday activities,
e.g., labels, signs, charts, post-
ers, lists, instructions, nctos,
memos, letters, recipes, pre-
scriptions, receipts, bills of
sale, forms and applications,
job announcements, newspa-
per and magazine articles,
laws, legislation, etc.

Interpret and discuss with
ease the relevancy of what
they read in terms of their
understanding, feelings, and
experience.

Identify and discuss various
readings that help them
understand what it is to be

a good human being and to
clarify their values and moral
judgement.

20.1

221

22.2

223

23.1

241

~ STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Select reading material that interest
them from the class library and an-
ticipate in Sustained Silent Reading
(SSR) for at least five minutes four
times per week.

Correctly find their name somewhere
posted in the classroom.

Identify correctly at least two posters
in their classroom and discuss what
they are about.

Correctly read numbers 1 - 10.

Discuss at least three of the books that
they selected for their SSR
activity and why they selected them.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that helped them
understand more about: natural
beauty, the importance of good
manners, or the importance of
respecting our elders.
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C. Viewing,
Reading,
& Literature

(continued)

. STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

25.

26.

27.

28.

Students will be able to...

Analyze and find with ease
the main ideas, main charac-
ters, theme, sequence of
events, and cause and effect
relationships, plot, setting,
characterization, point’s of
view, etc. in what they read.

Proficiently read illustrations,
graphs, maps, charts, posters,
diagrams, and other visual
displays.

Identify and discuss various
strategies and context cues
they use in helping them to

read various kinds of writing, -

including content specific
writing, e.g., text materials
and resource materials for
Science, Math, Health, Social
Studies, Palauan Studies, Art,
Music.

Demonstrate familiarity with
reading a variety of literary
genres, including, short
stories, fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, novels, diaries, jour-
nal entries, autobiographies
and biographies, essays, nar-
ratives, expository writings,
dramas, comedies, tragedies,
etc.

251

252

26.1

262

27.1

28.1

| STUDENT OBJECTIVES

The students will be able to. ..

Correctly order the sequence of
events of a story using picture cards
which are shuffled and out of order
for at least three of the stories that
were studied in class.

Correctly match central illustrations
for stories with their titles.

Correctly find their name from a list.

Correctly find the teacher’s desk
from a seating chart of their class-
room.

Accurately predict the topic of at
least two stories from the title and
looking at the illustrated cover of a
picture book.

Correctly identify how fairy tales
usually begin and end.
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' STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

C. Viewing,
Reading,
& Literature

(continued)

l

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

29.

30.

~ . GOAL

Students will be able to...

Demonstrate familiarity and
knowledge about significant
Palauan and Pacific Region
children’s, intermediate, and
adult literary classics, their
authors, and the period and
conditions in which they
were written.

Demonstrate familiarity and
knowledge about significant
children’s, intermediate, and
adult literary classics written
in English from throughout
the world, their authors, and
the period and conditions in
which they were written.

291

29.2

30.1

30.2

 STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Correctly identify and discuss at least
three children’s books that are -
authored by Pacific Region authors.

Identify and discuss one Pacific
Region children’s book author and
tell at least two things that they know
about this person.

Correctly identify and discuss at least
one children’s books that are
authored by an author from another
part of the world.

Identify and discuss one children’s
book author from another part of the
world and tell at least toe things that
they know about this person.
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D. Composing
& Writing

'STRAND/TOPICIFOCUS |

33.

34.

35.

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to...

Have many opportunities to
write about things that are
important to them, that they
are experiencing, feeling, and
about which they are reading
and studying.

Use various literary works
and forms as models and
compose their own versions
of these writings.

Proficiently create illustra-
tions, timelines, graphs,
maps, charts, and diagrams
to communicate their ideas.

33.1

33.2

33.3

34.1

342

34.3

35.1

352

Students will be able to ...

With the help of the teacher, illus-
trate and author a simple book about
themselves and their family.

Keep throughout the school year a
“highlights” journal in which they
put drawings and simple word and
sentence entries that capture some-
thing about major events, activities,
field trips and celebrations that they
participated in.

Compose a new ending for a known
story that reflects how they think it
should have ended.

Write their own names.
Approximate print in their drawings.
Complete at least three simple writ-

ing frames.

lustrate the main characters for at
least four of the stories or legends
that they have studied.

Make at least three illustrations for a
story that they make up.
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GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

-STRANDITOPICIFOCUS |

D. Composing Students will be able to ... Students will be able to. ..
& Writing
(continued) 38. Competently compose practi- | 38.1 Proficiently copy one simple recipe
cal everyday items used to for things they made in class from the
communicate ideas, i.e., la- board.

bels, signs, lists, instructions,
notes, memos, letters, recipes, | 38.2 Complete at least fwo simple “thank
prescriptions, receipts, bills of you for helping them” cards for their
sale, forms and applications, elders.

sharing of their feelings and
everyday experiences, record- | 38.3 Complete a list of things that they
ing meetings, etc. would really like to have.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

E. Critical
Thinking

(continued)

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

49.

Students will be able to ...

Make predictions and judge-
ments about what they read,
hear and view, and justify
their conclusions.

49.

1

'S

) :'jSTUD,iE_"NT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

Identify characters in their stories
that they thought were good and d:s-
cuss what in the story did they use 0
make their judgment.

Have opportunities to listen to their
teacher model his/her thought pro-
cesses of what how they try to pre-
dict what a book will be about using
the cover illustrations and the title of
the book.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

E. Critical
Thinking

(continued)

50.

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

Students will be ableto. ..

Consider what they read and
hear in terms of the human,
ethical, and cultural values

that they reflect and promote.

50.1

50.2

50.3

50.4

1 W"“"

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to....

Give at least one example of a charac-
ter that they thought was a good per-
son and discuss why they thought so.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that helped them
understand more about how to be
a good citizen of Palau.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that they think tried to
teach them something about respect.

Give at least one example of a story,
song, or poem that helped them
understand more about: sharing,
nature and natural beauty, the im-
portance of good manners, parental
love, respecting the property of oth-
ers, or the importance of respecting
our elders.

L S . . = i 1T AT P TI T
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E. Critical
Thinking

(continued)

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

STRANDITOPICFOCUS |-

54.

Students will be ableto ...

Confidently use various infor-
mation resources to investi-
gate questions and get
answers.

. Effectively participate in all

phases of group problem
solving , i.e., problem identifi-
cation, brainstorming, infor-
mation retrieval, synthes ~ing
information, proposing «
course of action for resolution
of the problem, plan modifi-
cation, evaluation of solution.

TUDENT OBJECTIVES .

Students will be able to...
54.1 Use an illustrated dictionary to

match three illustrations with their
words.

55.1 Actively participate in class meetings.
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GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

 STRANDITOPICIFOCUS NT OBJECTIVES®
F. Vocabulary Students will be able to. .. Students will be able to . ..
Development

59. Learn English action words 59.1 Pantomime correctly body move-
by participating in body ment responses to at least five TPR
movements and actions commands.
which correspond to the
words and phrases being
learned.

61. Have strong enough vocabu- | 61.1 Name, label, and describe common
lary and language skills items found in their homes and class-
to proficiently read English room.
language newspapers. _

61.2 Discuss and use various descriptive
adjective (color, shape).

61.3 Discuss and use various terms used
to describe their feelings.

61.4 Discuss and use various terms used
to describe everyday actions.

61.5 Discuss and use various terms used
to describe the location of things.

61.6 Discuss and use various terms used
to describe the things people com-
monly wear.

61.7 Discuss and use various terms used
to describe the various members of
the family.

61.8 Match key vocabulary words on pre-
pared cards with words embedded in
a story.
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- STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

G. Structure
& History
of the English
Language

GRADE 1

Palau English Language Arts Curriculum Framework

Students will be able to. ..

66. Recognize common sounds
and patterns of the English
language.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to.. ..

66.1 Know the letters in the English
alphabet.
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]—}lze Palau Ministry of Education is indebted to Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl, director
for the Bureau of Curriculum and Program Development, who provided the inspira-
tion and means for creating the first set of Curriculum Frameworks for Palau Public
Schools. From their inception, his vision for these frameworks as a critical tool in the
process of curriculum renewal and improvement has been the driving force for their
ultimate completion. We are grateful for his unwavering commitment toward the

educational advancement and future dreams of our children.

i

The development of the Social Studies Curriculum Framework was
partially funded by the Chapter II program.

The opinions expressed in this framework do not necessarily reflect
the position or policies of the United States Departmentof Education,
and no official endorsement by the DOE should be inferred.

This framework was developed by the Bureau of Curriculum and
Program Development, Ministry of Education, Republic of Palau.




foreword

Curriculum renewal and improvement is an ongoing process. For many years now, it
has been very clear that the Ministry of Education’s improvement efforts would be
greatly facilitated if frameworks for all our content areas could be completed. This
important task is not a small one. Since the Ministry’s initiation in 1986 of its Five-Year
Improvement Plan, the dialogue and work to detail, refine, review, and reach consen-
sus on what knowledge is most important to teach for each discipline for twelve years

of schooling has been foremost in the work and thoughts of the Ministry’s personnel.

These important maps, our frameworks, need to take Palau’s students into the next
century with strong foundations and skills to deal with the community and world
around them. This framework is one of seven completed core frameworks which when
implemented will help everyone involved with education in Palau to be much clearer
on our task, mission, and prescribed program for each student. We believe that our
frameworks are finally ready to help us charta course to many improvements in terms
of ourinstructional program, staff development, materials development, and materials

adoption for the next several years, and we are extremely excited.

Of course, it is in the implementation of our frameworks that we will be able to see the
real strength of our commitments and ideas. But if the development process for the
frameworks and the many people who gave of themselves often beyond what they
thought possible is any indication, we are confident that these next few years for

education in Palau will be bright and will bring about many significant improvements.

Our overall goal for all our students is to prepare them appropriately to function as
informed and effective citizens of our Republic, to succeed in the world of work, and
to attain a level of personal satisfaction and happiness. The teaching of Social Studies
and the things outlined in this framework bring us one step closer to delivering to our
students and communities the kind of educational experiences that will yield for us our

desired harvest.

As our world and our understanding of it changes, so must our curriculum. We would
like to commend the many individuals who worked on this social studies framework

and their endeavors to update and improve the Social Studies education we will

Palau Ministry of Education | Social Studies Curriculum Framework



1i

provide our students over the next several years. Noticeably, our new curriculum

framework is improved in the following ways:

1. The link between the goals and the student objectives is more clearly
defined.

2. More detailed student objectives of what the students are to know and be
able to do at the end of each grade in six concept areas.

3. Content is strengthened and covered in a more in-depth manner in a
number of important areas, especially regarding:

a. Effective citizenship in Palau, the region, and the global communities;

b. Problem-solving strategies on issues related to human relations, civic
responsibilities, and the environment;

¢. Conflict resolution; and

Relating social studies concepts to understanding of different kinds of
organizations and communities throughout the world.

4. Overall there is greater clarity about our purpose and what instructional
approaches might prove more successful with our students in the develop-
ment of attitudes, skills, and knowledge for effective citizen participation.

Much work still lies ahead for all of us. There is a great need to make new and more
appropriate materials, and at the same time, provide better and more relevant training
for our teachers. But nothing is more important than the commitment and support of
our staff, teachers, and community working together to promote excellence in the
teaching of Social Studies. We feel hopefulabout this framework and believe thatitwill

be a useful tool to help us do our best.

%/’W (/ﬁ/—\
Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl
Director

Bureau of Curriculum & Program Development
Palau Ministry of Education

1993
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CHAPTER 1
Rationale for the Teaching of Social Studies

~ 1

To prepare citizens to lead effective lives in their cultural settings and to meaningfully
participate in their society is one of the main goals of the Palau Ministry of Education. As
LIE L L dial WIAERTZOES CULb il it e, alisiiiuly, aitd (U SUIIE Ueg lee s Taced witiiall
uncertain future, it becomes more apparent to educators and community how critical
itis toempower our future generations of citizens and leaders with the knowledge and
skills they will need to lead ourisland nation into the 21st century and to improve the
quality of life for all our people. From our point of view as the drafters of this
framework, we think that the social studies is the best school-based subject with the
most potential to prepare our young people for the lifetime job of citizen: a job that

awaits all our young.

With the many outside influences affecting our way of life, our young will need to have
abetter understanding of how those changesimpactour futureand recognize that there
are effective ways to cope with the changes so that we still work to maintain our culture
and ways of life. In teaching the social studies, it is our intent to provide our students
with the opportunities to be well grounded in our culture, the tr~"#ti~m ot -nm b
history, the values, the customs that make us Palauan, Micronesian, and Pacific
Islanders. In teaching our young to value their heritage, they will also be developing
the cultural pride and identity they will need to guide and protect our island nation so

that we maintain our cultural identity and integrity through future generations.

Our young people will need to be aware of how decisions made at all different levels of
Palauan society (the clan, community, government, etc.) affect their lives. They will
need to have a solid understanding of their roles and responsibilities in each so that
they will be able to contribute effectively and participate meaningfully in the
making of decisions that affect them. Being knowledgeable in one’s roles and

responsibilities also means having a good understanding of how each level functions in

theory and in actual practice.
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In the teaching of civic education and government, our young people will begin to
understand the concepts of governing and the making of policy; concepts that will help
them effectively lead their lives both on a public and personal level. In providing an
opportunity such as giving students practice in evaluating and changing school rules to
improve the qualicty of school life for all students, the social studies curriculum helps to
prepare our students for their future responsibility to evaluate public laws and policies for

the betterment ot the community.

As the peoples of the world become more interdependent for survival on Earth, and the
miracles of technology increasingly make it possible to travel anywhere in the world, our
young people will be coming into contact with people of many different cultural back-
grounds for social, business, or other reasons. Our young people will need to be prepared
to interact with people culturally different from themselves. A knowledge and under-
standing of other countries, world cultures, histories, values, traditions, and other

aspects will help our future leaders appreciate and deal with cultural diversity.

Aknowledge of world geography will help our students understand where Palau fits
into the world community and help them understand how our geographical make-up

affects our relationships with other nations. Also, with a knowledge in geography,

fmrrAle n A A

] ~Ff M ; - - o S
chrdents will have o hetter chance of crasping the issucs invelved ameng differcan

countries, as world events unfold.

As future leaders of Palau, a study of history will help our young understand what
problems or situations in the past have occurred and how they have helped shape the
present. History will also help students understand thatmost human problems are not
unique but only part of life known as the human condition; a condition that has
existed since the beginning of human existence and continues to be played out in
different ways all over the world. From a study of history, we would hope that people
learn from mistakes made in the pastso that they will notbe repeated. Itis also through
history that students are exposed to great people who believed in and devoted their
lives to powerful ideas for the betterment of the human condition: justice, freedom,
equality, respect for diversity, basic human rights, and commitment to something
greater than oneself. Itis through our own history where we teach about people in our

past, chiefs, leaders, thinkers, and others who worked to make Palau what it is today.
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Our future leaders also need to have an understanding of our relationships to nature
so that they will be able to make wise decisions in their policy making to protect what
we have, but could otherwise easily dest: - forever. In the teaching of social studies,
respect for the land, seas, plant-life, animal life, and air and our traditional ways of
caring fornature need tobe included and understood by studentsinappreciation of our

view of Palau and the world.

Our teaching of social studies gets its directive specifically from four (4) of Palau’s Goals

of Education as follows:

GOALS OF EDUCATION

1 To prepare students as responsible citizens of Palau by emphasiz-
ing theirindividual and collective duty to contribute to the welfare
of theRepublic.

2 Toinstill in students the value of their Palauan identity and unity
through the study of local history, environment, customs, music,
arts, politics, economic, and social characteristics.

3 To foster awareness and knowledge of Palau, the rest of the world,
and the role of Palau in that world.

5  Toprovidestudents with basicknowledge and skillsin the areas of
mathematics, social studies, science, and health.
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CHAPTER 2

The Goals and Outcomes
of the Palau Social Studies Curriculum

The Goals and Outcomes of

1 L2 70 NG INUNIE I BN DI B BN R DI APV B

are to Develop Students Who . ..

MAJOR ATTITUDES

Take pride in their own heritage, culture, language, and artistic expression and
believe in their preservation, promotion, and maintenance.

e Exhibit a strong sense of positive self-worth and maintain an openness and
respect for the values, ideas, belief systems, and practices of people different
from themselves.

* Believe in not wasting and being careless about the world’s human and natural
resources.

¢ See the importance of studying and applying their knowledge of regional and
world history, geography, systems of governance, current affairs,and the values
and practices of other cultures in an effort to make wise decisions for the future.

* Appreciate the ways in which the communities of the world are interdependent
and are becoming increasingly so.

e Believe that people, individually and collectively, can and must work to
improve social, health, political, and environmental conditions that pose a
threat to guaranteeing a quality of life for themselves, their neighbors, and for
the generations that will follow.

* Take pride in their country and believe in participating as a knowledgeable and
responsible member.

» Feel effective in their ability to use their communication and problem-solving
skills to clarify and more constructively make a contribution to
their family, society, country, region, and world.

* See the importance of thoughtfully weighing the consequences and impact of
various actions upon various populations before acting on them.

* Believe that both old and new approaches of getting things accomplished need
to be considered for effective problem-solving to take place.
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KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

A. Culture

Language, values, beliefs, customs

Compare and contrast their own cultural values and beliefs to those
of other cultures.

Justify the importance of being able to speak, read, and write in
Palauan with a high degree of fluency.

Identify at least twelve (12) different cultures and list some of the
similarities and differences that exist between their culture and each
of these cultures.

Identify and discuss the various forms of artistic expression found in
their own culture and in other cultures.

Discuss how respect is shown to various populations, significant
places, treasured objects, symbols, and practices in different cultures
throughout the world.

Discuss major decision-making bodies within specific societies and
how they relate to one another.

B. Resources

L ECUTUPHICHL, Nuliirit, Huinan, teciinotogical

7.

10.

11.

12.

Apply their knowledge of world geography to locate and identify
major countries, continents, and bodies of water of the world on a
map.

Identify and discuss the major natural resources for at least ten (10)
different countries.

Evaluate how well various countries work to develop their human
resources.

Discuss how various technological “advances” have negatively and
positively impacted traditional cultural values, practices, and rela-
tionships.

Create with classmates a list of resolutions that various nations should
adopt to prevent further waste of important natural resources.

Identify and discuss how Palau and various nations in the world are
interdependent and how countries in general are dependent on one
another.
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C. Significant Efforts and Events

Leaders, inventors, innovators; family, community, organizational,
national, and global efforts; significant periods; world history

13. Relate how various individuals or groups made or continue to make
major contributions to improving the quality of life for their families,
communities, nations, and peoples of the world.

14. Name and discuss the major historical events for Palau, the Pacific
Region, and the world.

D. Government and Civic Responsibility

Citizen rights and responsibilities; government structure and decision-
making

15. Identify and describe information that every citizen should be famil-
iar with in order to participate as a responsible voter.

16. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a number of political
systems.

17. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a number of eco-
nomic systems.

E. Problems

Past and current dilemmas related to: utilization of limited resources,
natural phenomena, change, differences in priorities, culture, andphiloso-

phy, unequal access to power, resources, position, and decision-making;
denial of freedom and rights

18. Identify and describeatleasteight(8) examples of conflicts onaworld
scale concerned with competition over natural resources.

19. Evaluate the impact of various natural phenomena (i.e., typhoons,
hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, droughts, flood-
ing, climatic changes, etc.) on various populations.

20. Demonstrate knowledge about how change can cause problems.

21. Compare and contrast conflicts that are caused by differences in
priorities among people and nations.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Compare and contrast conflicts that are caused by differences in
culture or philosophy among people and nations.

Demonstrate understanding of conflicts caused by unequal access to
power, resources, position, or decision-making.

Apply their knowledge of current health problems in the world to
make recommendations on what local citizens should do to confront
them effectively.

Identify and discuss how various environmental problems have
effected the quality of life for various people.

Demonstrate knowledge of various struggles for basic freedom and
rights occurring around the world.

F. Problem-Solving Approaches

Mediation, collaboration, legislation, organizing

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Apply their knowledge and skills in conflict resolution to mediate or
resolve conflict in group interactions.

Apply their knowledge and skills of effective team work and collabo-
ration to do effective group problem-solving on issues that are
pertinent to the school, community, Palau, the Pacific Region, and the
world community.

Demonstrate their skill and belief in policy-making as an effective
strategy to prevent and confront various problems.

Identify and discuss at least four (4) efforts initiated by individuals to
solve a serious problem.

Identify and discussatleast six (6) community-based efforts mounted
to solve a serious problem.

Identify and discuss at least three (3) national efforts mounted to
solve a serious problem.

Identify and discuss at least four (4) pan-national efforts mounted to
solve a serious problem.
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CHAPTER 3

The Organization of
the Palau Social Studies Curriculum

The following are the major topic areas for the Social Studies Curriculum accompanied

by short descriptions:

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

A. Culture

This information should help students take pride in their own heritage,
culture, language, and artistic expression; believe in their preservation,
promotion, and maintenance; and, understand what traditionally has been
viewed as important. With this information the students will be able to
exhibit a strong sense of positive self-worth and maintain an openness and
respect for the values, ideas, belief systems, and practices of people different
from themselves.

B. Resources

The information and concepts covered in this strand should help students
understand that the world around them is filled with many different kinds
of resources, i.e., geographical, natural, human, technological, etc. Through
studying various issues that surround the world’s resources, the students
will also come to develop strong convictions about the importance of not
being wasteful nor careless with these resources.

C. Significant Events and Efforts

The material covered in this strand is organized to help students benefit
from the courage, genius, creativity, commitment, and problem-solving of
others. Through studying about leaders, inventors, and innovators and
community, organizational, and various global efforts, the students should
come to see the value in human endeavor and the usefulness of studying
and making use of history.
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D. Problems

Social studies education allows for the possibility of effective problem-
solving for the future. Through studying past and current dilemmas
related to: utilization of limited resources, natural phenomena, change,
differences in priorities, culture, and philosophy; unequal access to power,
resources, position, and decision-making; and, denial of freedom and
rights, students will be able to help bring about constructive resolutions
when they are confronted with them.

E. Problem-Solving Approaches

Ourstudents will only have a good chance of being able to help bring about
constructive resolutions for their families, community, country, and world
if they receive practice and more practice wrestling with real problems and
tried strategies. With their skills at mediation, collaboration, legislation, and
organizing, war, denial of human rights, and unnecessary suffering will no
longer be tolerated.

The order in which the topic areas are presented is meant in no way to be a reflection
of their relative importance within the curriculum. All of the topic areas are addressed
inevery grade and are all viewed as important and vital. They were all selected based
on their relevance to existing needs and cultural concerns prevalent throughout our

Republic.

What determines the sequencing of the information and the placement of specific
topics and components is our understanding about our students, their level of
maturity,and need for specificinformation at particular grades. We do operate under
the assumption that our students’ abilities to handle more and more complex feelings,

ideas, and issues develops as they grow and mature.

Social studies education is provided from grades 1 through 12 in every school. The
course of study and student activities focus on developing knowledgeable learners

who are capable of respectfully participating in our customs and skillfully commu-

nicating in our own languages.
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CHAPTER 4

The Instructional Approach
for the Social Studies Curriculum

In the preceding sections what was covered were the reasons why we believe the
teaching of social studies is so critical for our students. Detailed is what we hope they
will feel, know, believe, and be able to do by the time they graduate from our schools.
How well we accomplish our goal to send our students into the future and back to their
communities skilled to live in harmony and problem-solve wisely depends greatly

upon how our <acial studies curricul~ i< taught. responded o ~nd cuprorted.

Like all children in the world, the children of Palau have a natural curiosity about the
world in which they live. The social studies curriculum should build upon this natural
curiosity to develop a program that encourages students to look for patterns and
relationships, ask questions, and think about the increasingly complex and varied

world in which they live.

Every aspect of the social studies program should work to enhance the growth of all

students and help them develop into lifelong learners.

What follows are a number of brief suggestions that the social studies curriculum staff
would like to respectfully make about the instructional approach we believe would

best serve the students and the intent of this curriculum.

THE ROLE OF OUR TEACHERS

The teacher’srole in the curricuium s criticai. He orshe mustcarry outmany different
roles at the same time if all our students are to attain the goals and objectives thathave
been set forth in Chapter 2. If our curriculum is to succeed, then among some of the

most important jobs that we believe that our teachers must carry out are these:
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Good Role Models

The teachers of Palau play a crucial role in such a program. They should
communicate more than an interest in and an enthusiasm for social studies.
Students who are guided by teachers whom they observe respecting others,
caring for others, and living in harmony with others will learn one of social
studies” most valuable lessons. Social studies knowledge, attitude, and skills are
vitalonly if they are utilized to ensure ahigher quality of life for people. What their
teachers do does make a difference. Teachers need to model the best of what they

are expecting from the students.

Coaches for Young Social Studies Experts

Developing our students to be “conflict resolution experts” in their thinking and

daily practice willhappen only if they receiveample opportunities to exercise and

. refine their research, mediation, and negotiation skills. As “coach,” the teacher’s

role is to facilitate, set up, arrange, provide, but not to “do” for the students. The

social studies-related skills that will need refining include the following:

¢ Listening

* Problem Identification and Sorting

¢ Research

* Negotiation

¢ Facilitation

* Mediation -
* Networking, Organization, and Team Work

* Policy-Making

The role of the teacher is to create an environment that encourages all students
to actively participate in the processes of inquiry. Teachers should encourage
students to explore the world around them, to ask questions, tolook for new ideas
and patterns, and to form their own hypotheses without the fear of being wrong.
By creating a safe and nurturing environment in which students are free to

explore, the teacher can help each student reach his or her full potential.
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 Builders of Self-Esteem and Confidence

We know that our students learn best when they are able to learn in caring
environments where they feel accepted and respected. Every effort mustbe made
by the teacher to allow each student an opportunity to have her and his feelings,

ideas, and school work acknowledged and respected.

Tt is important that the teacher establishes and maintains with the class certain
rules that work to help the students work in class in friendly, cooperative, and
caring ways. It should be clearly communicated to each and every one in the

school that name-calling and humiliation of school members will notbe tolerated.

O -

Praise from the teacher and fello et T coadieffort and improvement &
the most effective way to build positive attitudes about learning and feelings of

self-worth by our students. Negative reinforcement must be used sparingly if at

all.

Thebuilding of self-pride and self-esteem can also be accomplished by the teacher
in the type of readings that he or she selects for the students. Asmuch as possible,
students need to see their own experiences being written about, their own people
in the role of “author,” and their interests and reality as the topic of assignments

and discussions.

* Good Tour Guides Into New “Unchartered Territory”

When new material is being introduced, students need teachers to act as guides

for them. Good tour guides will do at least the following:

Probe for prior knowledge.

Provide students with necessary background information.
* Introduce the vocabulary in meaningful context.

* Helpstudentsrelate whatisbeinglearned to theirown experience.

Have students make predictions.

State the purpose for the learning.
* Provide extra activities which will offer opportunities for the
students to reinforce their new learning.

* Encourage students to ask questions.
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e Interpreters

Occasionally, there will be content covered in the curriculum which is a little
removed from the students” immediate environment and experience base, but
was included in the curriculum because there is a feeling that this information
will eventually be helpful and necessary for the students. In these instances, it is
important for the teacher to act somewhat as a “translator” and help the students
understand material that may be more difficult to understand given their

knowledge and experience base.

The teacher should use his or her knowledge about students’ experiences, the
curriculum, and the local environment to draw relevantand clear examples that
will help the class better understand the ideas and concepts which might be more

“foreign” to them.

The more relevant the teacher can make the curriculum, the better. Please take
every opportunity to do this. The framework is merely the conceptual skeleton

which requires a creative, dedicated teacher to help it come alive for the students.

¢ Supporters of “Multiculturalism”

The teaching of other cultures and societies is in no way meant to undermine the
student’s first and /or home culture. Other ways of being and doing should not be
presented as a “better” approach to life and knowledge, only a “different” one.
Teacher should let the students know that being able to look at things from very
different world views or ways of thinking is very desirable. Students should be

encouraged by their teachers to learn as much as they can.

¢ Learning Styles Specialist

Our students need teachers who will work to make sure that the needs of all
students in the class are being met. Oftentimes, this means delivering the lessons

using a variety of approaches. From experience we know that some students

Palau Ministry of Education / Social Studies Curriculum Framework



learn information better when they can both hear and see what is being dis-
cussed. Also, most of us remember more of the content being studied when we
havebeen provided with opportunities to touch oractively getinvolved with the

information being discussed.

Whenever possible, the teacherisstrongly encouraged to vary the ways the social
studies information is presented. It is much more interesting and meaningful to
the students when the teacher incorporates audio-visuals, field trips, role plays,

guest speakers, films, props, etc., in his or her instructional approach.

Allstudents need to gainin terms of their confidenceinapplying what they learn
in social studies. While it may be easier to pace our lessons and activities to the
“brightest” students in the class, this approach does not serve the best interest of
the class, community, or curriculum. The mental and emotional needs of all
students should be kept in focus. A resourceful teacher will enlist the help of the
quicker students to help with the instruction of those who are slower to grasp the
information. This approach is very useful and is almost always beneficial to all

parties.

¢ Parent/Community Involvement Specialists

When the families and parents of our students are aware of what is being taught
to their children via the social studies curriculum, there are more opportunities
for the lessons to be actually reinforced and learned. Whenever possible, it is
important for the teacher to keep the students” parents and families well-
informed about the curriculum and enlist their assistance in helping their

students learn the social studies information and strategies that are being taught

in school.

Our goal is to continue to improve how we teach and how our students learn
social studies. From our observations of our current classrooms, we would like

to end with the following:
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We Need MORE Social Studies Classrooms Where:

Teachers build upon students” knowledge.

Lessons cut across the content areas and reinforce what is being taught in the
other subject areas.
Palauan stories, values, and everyday experiences of students are being used in
the teaching of social science.

Lessons and activities the teacher has chosen or designed address a range of
interests and skill levels.

A variety of teaching approaches are being used.

Students eagerly wait for a turn to practice and share their observation skills.
Activities revolve around conducting experiments and investigations.
Teachers have especially good discussions that give students important back-
ground information before assigning difficult material to read.

Teachers make special efforts to increase their waiting time for responses to
provide opportunities for slower students who need extra time to successfully
formulate their answers in class.

Many interesting activities to are used to generate interest in social studies at
each grade level.

The world is used as the laboratory or “classroom.”

We Need fewer Social Studies Classrooms Where:

(]

Students passively listen to the teacher read or lecture to them.
There is not enough emphasis on having students predict, question,
hypothesize, etc. .
Tluniiis scuiuic ui prauc papas during entire peiioco.

Students are not given enough positive reinforcement.

Only certain students are consistently called upon to do things

and/or answer questions.

Teachers emphasize memorization more than comprehension.
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CHAPTER 5

The Scope and Sequence
of the Palau Social Studies Curriculum

The Goals of the Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework
are to Develop Students Who . ..

MAJOR ATTITUDES

e Takepridein their own heritage, culture, language, and artistic expressionand
believe in their preservation, promotion, and maintenance.

¢ Lasto.. < =dONEG SeNse Of Positive sell WOTtl and Miaiiliaii ait Vpeitiiess al
respect for the values, ideas, belief systems, and practices of people different
from themselves.

e Believeinnotbeing wasteful nor careless with the world’s human and natural
resources.

*  See the importance of studying and applying their knowledge of regional and
world history, geography, systems of governance, current affairs, and the
values and practices of other cultures in an effort to make wise decisions for the
future.

* Appreciate thewaysin which thecommunities of the world are interdependent
and are becoming increasingly so.

e Believe that people, individually and collectively, can and must work to
improve social, health, political, and environmental conditions that pose a
threat to guaranteeing a quality of life for themselves, their neighbors, and for
the generations that will follow.

* Takeprideintheir country and believe in participating as a knowledgeable and
responsible member.

* Feel effective in their ability to use their communication and problem-solving
skills to clarify and more constructively make a contribution to their family,
society, country, region, and world.

¢ See the importance of thoughtfully weighing the consequences and impact of
various actions upon various populations before acting on them.

¢ Believe thatboth old and new approaches of getting things accomplished need
to be considered for effective problem-solving to take place.
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GRADE 1

Palau Social Studies Curficulum Framework

 STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS ' STUDENT OBJECTIVES =
KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS
A. Culture Students will be able to... Students will be able to. ..
Language, values, ) ) )
beliefs, customs Compare and contrast their 1.1 Name at least five (5) things that
own cultural values and family members do to take care of
beliefs to those of other each other.
cultures.
Identify at least twelve (12) 3.1 Name at least six (6) things that make
different cultures and list them different from another student.
some of the similarities ari:
differences that exist betwsen | 3.2 Name at least six (6) things that make
their culture and each of thicse them similar to another student.
cultures.
3.3 Identify at least five (5) things that
babies need to grow and be happy.
Identify and discuss the 4.1 Name a good storyteller in their
various forms of artistic community.
expression found in their own
culture and in other cultures.
Discuss how respect is shown | 5.1 Identify and discuss at least four (4)
to various populations, ways they show respect to their
significant places, treasured parents.
objects, symbols, and prac-
tices in different cultures 5.2 Identify and discuss at least four (4)
throughout the world. ways they show respect to their
teacher.
Discuss major decision- 6.1 Name and draw a picture of their
making bodies within specific family and describe each member’s
societies and how they relate responsibilities.
to one another. :
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'STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

B. Resources

Geoeravhical,
natural, human,
technological

11.

GRADE 1

Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework

" GOAL

Students will be able to. ..

Sapply dici siuwileuge ol
world geography to locate
and identify major countries,
continents, and bodies of
water of the world on a map.

Identify and discuss the major
natural resources for at least
ten (10) different countries.

Create with classmates a list
of resolutions that various
nations should adopt to
prevent further waste of
important natural resources.

7.2

73

8.1

11.1

- STUDENT OBJECTIVES -

Students will be able to. ..
CALAW il Uiseuns « }'JL,LLuL [P SN S RTCETY

family compound or neighborhood.

Describe the route they take to school
everyday.

Identify Palau as an island.

Draw a picture of the different sea
life found in Palau’s waters.

Give at least three (3) reasons why it
is not a good idea to be wasteful with
things such as food, water, classroom
paper supplies, and other things.
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i STRAND[TOPIC/FOCUS :

GRADE 1

Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework

C. Significant
Efforts and
Events

Leaders, inven-
tors, innovators;
family, commu-
nity, organiza-
tional, national
and global efforts;
significant periods;
world history

13.

Students will be able to. ..

Relate how various indi-
viduals or groups made or
continue to make major

~ contributions to improving

the quality of life for their
families, communities,
nations, and peoples of the
world.

" STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto...

13.1 Name at least three (3) ways their
parents work to make their home
a good place for their family to live
and grow.

13.2 Identify at least one (1) thing each
person in their class does to help
make their classroom a good place
to study and learn.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

D. Government -
and Civic
Responsibility
Citizen rights and
responsibilities;
government

structure and
decision-makino

GRADE 1

Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework

15.

Students will be able to...

Identify and describe infor-
mation that every citizen
should be familiar with in
order to participate as a
responsible voter.

' STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto. ..

15.1 Recite and discuss their home rules.

15.2° Recite and discuss the classroom
rules.

15.3 Recite and discuss the nlaveround

rules.
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GRADE 1

Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework

STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

. STUDENT OBJECTIVES

E. Problems Students will be able to... Students will be able to ...

Past and current

dilemmas related to: | 22- Compare and contrast con- 221 Recall an incident when two people

utilization of limited flicts that are caused by stopped talking with each other

resources, natural differences in culture or because they didn’t agree on how to

phenomena, change, philosophy among people do something.

differences in priori- and nations.

ties, culture, and

philosophy; unequal . ) h '
25. Identify and discuss how 25.1 Give at least three (3) reasons why it

access to power,

resources, position, various environmental is a good idea to keep their classroom
decision-making; prob}ems have effected the litter-free.
denial of freedom quality of life for various

people.

and rights
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

F. Problem-
Solving
Approaches
Mediation,
collaboration,
legislation,
organizing

GRADE

1

Palau Social Studies Curriculum Framework

27.

28.

29.

30.

Students will be able to...

Apply their knowledge and
skills in conflict resolution to
mediate or resolve conflict in
group interactions.

Apply their knowledge and
skills of effective team work
and collaboration to do effec-
tive group problem-solving
on issues that are pertinent to
the school, community, Palau,
the Pacific Region, and the
world community.

Demonstrate their skill and
belief in policy-making as an
effective strategy to prevent
and confront various prob-
lems.

Identify and discuss at least
four (4) efforts initiated by

imAicidale tacaliia A caviage
VQUVIAUAQLS [C SCIVE G SLritus

problem.

27.1

281

29.1

29.2

29.3

30.1

* STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Tell why it is important for them to
try to get along with each other.

i

Contribute at least two (2) ideas that
are appropriate to a class discussion
on solving a class problem.

Name at least two (2) things that
could happen if their family didn’t
have any home rules.

Do a puppet show about what could
happen if their class didn’t have any
class rules.

Draw a picture of what could happen
if there were no playground rules.

Listen to a story about someone who
tried to solve a problem and recall the

ﬂliflgf: L}LV\,' J:fl. Lo fevs bn (-fd»w;f A

Palau Ministry of Education | Social Studies Curriculum Framework




MATHEMATICS

FIRST GRADE






Mathematics
CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK

PALAU PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Developed by

The Math Curriculum Framework Committee
and the Math Curriculum Staff
1988 - 19292




'1_;18 Palau Ministry of Education is indebted to Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl, director
for the Bureau of Curriculum and Program Development, who provided the inspira-
tion and means for creating the first set of Curriculum Frameworks for Palau Public
Schools. From their inception, his vision for these frameworks as a critical tool in the
process of curriculum renewal and improvement has been the driving force for their
ultimate completion. We are grateful for his unwavering commitment toward Hze

educational advancement and future dreams of our children.

F

The development of the Mathematics Curriculum Framework was
partially funded by the Chapter II program.

The opinions expressed in this framework do not necessarily reflect
theposition or policies of the United States Department of Education,
and no official endorsement by the DOE should be inferred.

This framework was developed by the Bureau of Curriculum and
Program Development, Ministry of Education, Republic of Palau.




foreword

Curriculum renewal and improvement is an ongoing process. For many years now, it
has been very clear that the Ministry of Education’s improvement efforts would be
greatly facilitated if frameworks for all our content areas could be completed. This
important task is not a small one. Since the Ministry’s initiation in 1986 of its Five-Year
Improvement Plan, the dialogue and work to detail, refine, review, and reach consen-
sus on what knowledge is most important to teach for each discipline for twelve years

of schooling has been foremost in the work and thoughts of the Ministry’s personnel.

These important maps, our frameworks, need to take Palau’s students into the next
century with strong foundations and skills to deal with the community and world
around them. This framework is one of seven completed core frameworks which when
implemented will help everyone involved with education in Palau to be much clearer
on our task, mission, and prescribed program for each student. We believe that our
frameworks are finally ready to help us chart a course to many improvements in terms
of ourinstructional program, staff development, materials development, and materials

adoption for the next several years, and we are extremely excited.

Of course, it is in the implementation of our frameworks that we will be able to see the
real strength of our commitments and ideas. But, if the development process for the
frameworks and the many people who gave of themselves often beyond what they
thought possible is any indication, we are confident that these next few years for

education in Palau will be bright and will bring about many significant improvements.

Our overall goal for all our students is o appropriately prepare them to function as
informed and effective citizens of our Republic, to succeed in the world of work, and
to attain a level of personal satisfaction and happiness. The teaching of math and the
things outlined in this framework bring us one step closer to delivering to our students

and communities the kind of educational experiences that will yield for us our desired

harvest.

As our world and our understanding of it changes, so must our curriculum. We would

like to commend the many individuals who worked on this miath framework and their
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endeavors to update and improve the math education we will provide our students
over the next several years. Noticeably, our new curriculum framework is improved in

the following ways:

1. More detailed student objectives of what the students are to
know and be able to do at the end of each grade in six concept
areas.

2. Contentis strengthened and covered in a more in-depth manner
in a number of important areas, especially regarding;:

a. problem-solving strategies;

b. application of math skills to real life;

c. mastery of basic number facts with the four operations;
and

d. relatingmathconceptstounderstandingof the physical world.

3. Overall there is greater clarity about our purpose and what
instructional approaches might prove more successful with our
students.

Much work still lies ahead for all of us. There is a great need to make new and more
appropriate materials, and at the same time, provide better and more relevant training
for our teachers. But, nothing is more important than the commitment and support of
our staff, teachers, and community working together to promote excellence in the
teaching of math. We feel hopeful about this framework and believe that it will be a

useful tool to help us do our best.

%Mw VG
Masa-Aki N. Emesiochl
Director

Bureau of Curriculum & Program Development
Palau Ministry of Education

Revised Version 2 /94
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CHAPTER 1
Rationale for the Teaching of Math

Gain an appreciation for the important role
which mathematics plays in a modern society

Palauan society is rapidly changing due to influences fromaround the world. Each day
computers and other technology are increasingly becoming part of our society. To
successfully meet the challenges that are posed by these changes, the students of today
and tomorrow will need to become more aware of the significant role mathematics
plays in these technological changes. Students will need to be well prepared through
the study of math to competently meet those challenges by engaging in learning
opportunities that will help develop theattitudes, skills, and knowledge they will need
to function effectively both within our cultural setting and in this changing modern

world.

Whether our young people choose to go for post-secondary education or stay in Palau
to work in the village or at other vocations, they will need a basic math knowledge to
function effectively in everyday living. The nature of daily living, as it is, requires math
skills in such activities as cooking, constructing, house repair, farming, driving a boat
or car, fishing, planning a family custom, family budgeting, family planning, cultural

arts and crafts (storyboards, etc.), and other daily activities.

Develop enough mathematical literacy to enable them
to function to their maximum potential in a modern economy

A basic understanding of math will also help our young people cope more effectively
with the fast pace of technological development. With calculators, video players,
television, video machines, stereo equipment, computers, and other forms of technol--
ogy progressively becoming part of our daily lives, a basic knowledge of how math

relates to these forms of technology would help people not feel so overwhelmed by

their presence.
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Progressively there are more jobs in the economy which require a basic knowledge of

computers. Our young people will need to be prepared to take those positions, rather

than the Republic having to seek qualified people elsewhere.

For those students who would like to continue their education and pursue a career in
technology, we need to offer a variety of vigorous math experiences that will help train

their minds and help them succeed in college-level courses.

Develop the ability to estimate solutions,
to compute accurately, to assess the reasonableness
of their answers, and to reason logically and critically

A knowledge of math also helps in the development of thinking and reasoning skills—
skills that people need to live effective and productive lives. Much in the way that one
processes the solving of a mathematical problem, one can use the same steps to reason

many other kinds of problems.

Asoureconomy becomes more purchasing and selling oriented, our young people will
need to be wise consumers of products and services. They will need a good math
background tobe able to critically evaluate product information given by the media, by
salespeople, and others so that they can make wise decisions in getting what they need
at a reasonable cost. They will need to be familiar with such concepts as checking and
saving accounts, credit, loans, interest rates, and others, especially as our way of life

becomes more cash oriented.

The Bureau views the teaching of math as such a priority that it has mandated its

teaching in one of its seven major goals. The teaching of math is dictated in this manner:

GOALS

5. Toprovidestudents withbasicknowledge andskillsinthe

areas of Mathematics, Soctal Studies, Science, and Health.
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CHAPTER 2

The Goals and Outcomes
of the Palau Math Curriculum

The Goals and Outcomes of the Palau Mathematics
Curriculum Framework are to Develop Students Who...

MAJOR ATTITUDES

Appreciate both traditional and modern methods of counting.
Believe in the value and utility of mathematics.

Value creativity, effort, and an intellectual curiosity for solving many kinds
of problems.

Enjoy exploring, risk taking, and experimenting with different approaches
to find solutions to problems.

Feel confident in their own ability to apply their math knowledge and
reasoning skills to solve everyday problems.

Appreciate the beauty of mathematics as a means to describe the physical
world.

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

A. Number and Number Theory

1.

Demonstrate understanding of the concept of number, the use of numbers
to count, the order of numbers, absolute value, and the concepts of between-
ness and density.

Demonstrate understanding and appropriate use of place value, represen-
tation of fractions, decimals, and all types of numbers including counting
numbers, whole numbers, nonnegative rational numbers, the integers, all
rational numbers, the real numbers, and the set of complex numbers.

Demonstrate understanding of the operations with real and complex num-
bers (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, raising to a power,
taking a root) and the relationships between operations.
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Demonstrate understanding of the order of operations and use of the

properties of the real and complex number system to write and work with
number sentences.

Describe the nature of counting numbers, including such characteristics of
numbers as their factors or multiples, whether they are prime or composite,
even or odd, and their relationships to other numbers.

Demonstrate understanding of the concepts and practical applications of
ratio, proportion and percent, and how they are related.

B. Computational Skills

7.

Demonstrate facility and accuracy with the basic operations of addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division with whole numbers.

Demonstrate competence in real-life applications of math skills and knowl-
edge (i.e., making change with facility and accuracy, balancing a checkbook,
computing bills, planning budgets, consumer practices, and other practical
applications).

Demonstrate a facility with a variety of methods of computations and the
ability to select the most efficient and effective method of solving a given
problem (i.e., mental arithmetic, paper-and-pencil algorithm, estimation,
calculator).

C. Measurement

10.

11.

12.

13.

Make informal comparisons and use appropriate language to describe
relationships between objects being measured (i.e., terms such as taller/
shorter, heavier/lighter, greater than/less than/equal to, and others).

Proficiently use both nonstandard and standard units of measurement to
measure various sets or objects and explain why standard units of measure-
ment are needed for communication and simplified computations.

Demonstrate an ability to use the metric and U.S. customary systems of
measurement to measure linearity, area, volume, mass, time, temperature,
and money, and make conversions within the systems.

Identify, explain, and apply formulas as an efficient method of obtaining
some measurements, such as area, volume, distance, rate, or time.
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14.

Explain how the best type of measurement for a given purpose depends on
the physical aspects of the object to be measured.

D. Geometry

15.

Demonstrate understanding of fundamental geometric concepts and prin-
ciples to deepen their understanding of the physical world (i.e., point, ray,
line segment, curve, space, angle, two- and three-dimensional figures in the
plane and in space, other geometric terms, symbols, and relationships).

E. Probability and Statistics

16.

17.

18.

19.

Competently collect and organize data in tables and graphs (i.e., bar graph
or histogram, line graph or frequency polygon, pictograph, circle graph).

Competently interpret, analyze, and assess data derived from tables, sched-
ules, charts, and graphs.

Define and apply the concepts of range, mean, mode, and median to
interpret data.

Demonstrate understanding of basic probability concepts (i.e., frequency,
permutations, tree diagrams).

F. Mathematical Thinking and Logic

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Determine patterns, identify the rules that could have been used to generate
the patterns, and apply the rules to extend the patterns, not only in math-
ematics but in other disciplines (i.e., history, art, music) and everyday life.

Demonstrate understanding of the concept of function as a special kind of
relation among a defined set of numbers.

Competently apply a variety of problem-solving strategies and logical
reasoning in solving many different kinds of problems.

Proficiently use mathematical language and terms to communicate math-
ematical concepts and expressions.

Competently apply the deductive method as a way of thinking to make valid
inferences in solving problems.
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CHAPTER 3

The Organization of the Palau
Mathematics Curriculum Framework

The following are the major strands for the Palau Mathematics Curriculum Framework

accompanied by short descriptions:

A. Number and Number Theory

The material covered in this strand should help students develop an understand-
ing of the concept of number, number conservation, place value, and become
familiar with the many different types of numbers (i.e., whole numbers, rational
numbers, integers) that make up the real and complex number system. Number
order, relationships, characteristics, and properties are covered, as well as the
concept of the basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division, and their relationships. Developing an understanding of number and
number theory isessential tobuilding a strong foundation in mathematics and one

that this material will hopefully help students develop.

B. Computational Skills

The material covered in this strand is organized to help students master the basic
math facts in a logical sequence and to help students use the basic operations of
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Real-life applications of math
knowledgeandskills. T el ses forestimation and ment !

math problem solving.

C. Measurement

The concepts and skills covered in this strand should help students understand
that measurement is an important tool for learning about the physical environ-
ment and is a way of applying numbers to quantities. The metric system and the
U.S. customary system are covered. Emphasis of the strand is in providing

students with practice at measuring and comparing, using both systems. The
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material covered also includes changing from one unit to another within the same
system of measurement. Conversion of units from one system to another is not
taught, butrather theemphasisis more on understanding therelationships among
units in each system. Hopefully, with the material covered in this strand, students
willdevelop their measurementand estimation skills as well as be able toselect the

most appropriate measurement tool for what is to be measured.

Geometry

The material covered in this strand should help students understand basic
geometric concepts in terms of measurement, properties, and relationships of
points, lines, angles, surfaces, and solids. The emphasis at the elementary level is
work with concrete objects and progresses to more abstract concepts at the upper
levels onto high school geometry. Hopefully, the material covered in this strand
will help students develop a better understanding of the physical world and its
many properties.

Probability and Statistics

The material covered in this strand should help students learn how to collect,
organize, and interpret visual summaries of data in the form of graphs, charts, and
tables. The study of probability helps students to extend their thinking and
interpretation of the collected data by analyzing the way in which events occur by
chance and to use the information to predict the outcomes of events. The study of
statistics helps students with the collection, organization, and analysis of numeri-
cal data. Hopefully, the concepts and skills emphasized in this strand will help
develop students’ abilities to question, seek information, organize their findings,

analyze the results, and make predictions about what they have learned.

Mathematical Thinking and Logic

The material covered in this strand should help students develop their thinking
skills and reasoning powers through finding patterns and relationships, applying
logic in their thinking, problem solving, and using mathematical terms and

concepts to communicate mathematical ideas and processes.
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CHAPTERS5

The Scope and Sequence
of the Palau Math Curriculum

The Goals and Outcomes of the Palau Mathematics Curriculum
Framework are to Develop Students Who ...

MAJOR ATTITUDES

* Appreciate both traditional and modern methods of counting.
* Believe in the value and utility of mathematics.

e Value creativity, effort, and an intellectual curiosity for solving many kinds
of problems.

* Enjoy exploring, risk taking, and experimenting with different approaches
ito find solutions to problems.

e Feel confident in their own ability to apply their math knowledge and
reasoning skills to solve everyday problems.

* Appreciate the beauty of mathematics as a means to describe the physical
world.
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GRADE 1

Palau Mathematics Curriculum Framework

| STRANDITOPIC/FOCUS |

' STUDENT OBJECTIVES

KNOWLEDGE , Students will be able to ... Students will be able to. ..
& SKILLS ‘ _
1. Demonstrate understanding 1.1 Manipulate and classify materials
A. Number & of the concept of number, the with respect to a variety of attributes
Number use of numbers to count, the (i.e., color, number, size, shape).
Theory order of numbers, absolute
value, and the concepts of 1.2.  Recognize, by visual inspection,
betweenness and density. whether two groups (0-9) are equal.

1.3 Demonstrate one-to-one correspon-
dence between the objects of two
equal groups (0-9).

1.4 Compare groups of real objects dem-
onstrating the concepts of greater
than/less than/equal to.

1.5 Order sets of objects by magnitude.

1.6 Recognize and extend patterns that
are presented visually (i.e., triangles,
rectangles, circles, squares, lines, etc.)
aurally (i.e., examples of sounds in
the environment) and tactilely (i.e.,
examples of something soft, some-
thing rough, and something sticky
that students can touch).

1.7 Look at a group of 1-5 objects and
estimate the number without having
to count.

1.8 Order numbers on a number line
writing numerals 0-9.

1.9 Manipulate objects to create sets with
a cardinality of 1-20.

1.10 Match a set of objects to counting
numbers 1-20.
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STRAND/TOPIC/FOCUS

A. Number &
Number
Theory

(continued)

I R

GRADE 1

Palau Mathematics Curriculum Framework

Students will be ableto. ..

Demonstrate understanding
of the concept of number, the
use of numbers to count, the
order of nuimbers absolute
value, and the concepts of
betweenness and density.

(continued)

Demonstrate understanding
and appropriate use of place
value, representation of frac-
tions, and counting numbers.

1.11

1.13
1.14

1.15

1.16

117

2.1

22

ngDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to...

Write numerals 1-20 to match a set
of objects.

Read. write. and order numerals
1-20.

Count from 1-100.
Count by twos and fives.

Count using ordinal numerals first
to tenth in a variety of classroom
situations.

Use zero (0) to identify the empty set.

Demonstrate number sense ideas for
number from 1-50.

Group counters (sticks or other ob-
jects that can be bundled) in packages
of ones and tens to demonstrate the
concept of place value in numbers
from 1-20.

Identify equivalent fractional parts
for halves of whole regions such as
circular regions and rectangular
regions using real-life objects and




GRADE 1

Palau Mathematics Curriculum Framework

* STUDENT OBJECTIVES

-STRAND/TOPIC/IFOCUS

A. Number & Students will be ableto... Students will be able to. ..
Number o
Theory 3. Demonstrate understanding 3.1 Recognize the joining of two groups
(continued) of the operations with real _as a model for addition.

numbers (addition and sub-
traction) and the relationships | 3.2  Generate all the possible addition
between the two operations. combinations that will produce a
given sum from 1-10 (i.e., students
are given 7 blocks and asked to find
all the possible combinations or ad-
dends that will produce a sum of 7:
4+ =7,__+___=7;andso
on) using problem-solving contexts.

3.3  Model simple addition sentences
(ie,2+3=__;4+5=___)using
problem-solving contexts.

3.4 Recognize subtraction as the inverse
of addition, as a take-away model, as
a missing-addend model, or as a com-
parison model.

3.5 Manipulate materials or objects to
demonstrate the model of subtraction
(i.e., students have 5 coconuts, 3 are
taken away, how many are left?
5 - 3 = 2; Basilio has 6 marbles, Tangy
has 4 marbles, how many more
marbles does Basilic have than
Tangy? 6 -4 =2).
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B. Computational

AAAAA

GRADE 1
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Students will be able to. ..

Demonstrate facility and
accuracy with the basic
operations of addition and
subtraction.

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

- - STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be ableto...

Identify the sums of the basic addi-
tion facts through 9 using recall,
derived, or other strategies. (Recall—
remember from rote memorization.
Derived strategy—using knowledge
of4+4 =8toarriveat5+4=9. The
student should know that 5 is 1 more
than 4; therefore, 5 + 4 is 1 more than
4+4)

Using story problems, identify the
sums of the basic addition facts for
tens with tens using recall or derived
strategies.

Read, write, and solve problems with
and without regrouping in situated
contexts.

Identify the differences for the basic
subtraction facts through 9 using
recall or derived strategies.

Read, write, and solve subtraction
problems in situational contexts.
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B. Computational
Skills

(continued)

GRADE 1
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Students will be able to...

Demonstrate competence in
real-life applications of math
skills and knowledge (i.e.,
making change with facility
and accuracy, consumer
practices, and other practical
applications).

8.1

8.2

" Students will be ableto...

. .. STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Interpret and solve addition word
problems related to real life using
objects, pictures, models, or role

playing.

Interpret and solve subtraction word
problems related to real life using
objects, pictures, models, or role

playing.
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C. Measurement

GRADE 1
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10.

Students will be ableto ...

Make informal comparisons
and use appropriate language
to describe relationships be-
tween objects being measured
(i-e., terms such as taller/
shorter, heavier/lighter, greater
than/less than/equal to, and
others).

10.1

. STUDENT OBJECTIVES . .

Students will be able to...

Directly match and compare concrete
objects to demonstrate the concepts

~ of shorter than, longer than, about the

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

same length as, taller than, and so on.

Directly match and compare two or
more surface areas to demonstrate
the concepts of more, less, or about-the-

same area.

Directly match and compare capaci-
ties of containers to demonstrate the
concepts of holds more, holds less, and
holds about-the-same capacity.

Directly match and compare objects
by use of a balance to demonstrate
the concepts of: heavier, lighter, and
about-the-same weight.

Make direct comparisons demon-
strating the concepts of hotter, colder,
warmer, and cooler.

Use the terms yesterday, today, and
tomorrow to relate the sequence of
time.
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C. Measurement
(continued)

GRADE 1
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11.

12.

" standard and standard units

Students will be able to. ..
Proficiently use both non-

of measurement to measure
various sets or objects and
explain why standard units
of measurement are needed
for communication and sim-
plified computations.

Demonstrate an ability to use
the metric and U.S. customary
systems of measurement to
measure linearity, mass, time,
temperature, and currency.

11.1

11.2

11.3

114

12.1

122

12.3

12.4

= 'STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to ...

Compare lengths of concrete materi-
als using nonstandard units (i.e., pen-
cils, crayons, paper clips, paper strips,
feet, hands, fingers, and so on).

Compare the size of a container by
counting the number of smaller non-
standard units, such as cans or cups,
required to fill it.

Compare the weight or mass of an
object by balancing it with many
nonstandard units (blocks, cubes,
marbles, and so on).

Compare the lengths of concrete
materials using standard units (a
ruler marked with equally spaced
intervals). '

Identify and compare coins ar
paper money up to one dollar: penny,

nickel, dime, quarter, one-dollar bill.
Relate the face of a clock through 12
for hours to the time of day and daily
events.

Name the seven days of the week.

Compare lengths of objects using
tools such as sticks and string.
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D. Geometry

E. Probability
& Statistics

15.

16.

GRADE 1
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Students will be able to...

Demonstrate understanding
of fundamental geometric
concepts and principles to
deepen their understanding
of the physical world (i.e.,
point, ray, line segment,
curve, space, angle, two- and
three-dimensional figures in
the plane and in space, other
geometric terms, symbols,
and relationships).

Competently collect and
organize data in tables and
graphs (i.e., bar graph or
picture graph).

15.1

15.2

15.3

15.4

16.1

" STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to. ..

Identify three-dimensional shapes
(rectangular blocks and cones) and
relate them to concrete objects in the
environment (i.e., toys, classroom
objects).

Identify two-dimensional! figures
(circle, square, triangle, and rect-
angle) and relate them to concrete
objects in the environment (i.e., toys,
classroom materials, objects found at
home).

Demonstrate line and plane symme-
try in paper folding and mirror im-
ages activities.

Identify straight and curved lines.

Participate in a simple class survey
and help organize the data in charts
using objects, pictures, or tally marks
to record class findings (i.e., survey
could be on the kinds of pets stu-
dents in the class have, the number of
brothers and sisters, the number of
birthdays in each month, and so on).
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F. Mathematical
Thinking
& Logic

GRADE 1
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20.

23.

Students will be able to...

Determine patterns, identify
the rules that could have been
used to generate the patterns,
and apply the rules to extend
the patterns, not only in
mathematics but in other
disciplines (i.e., history, art,
music) and everyday life.

Proficiently use mathematical
language and terms to com-
municate mathematical con-
cepts and expressions.

20.1

231

7 STUDENT OBJE<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>