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Your Excdlencies and Members of the Diplomatic Corps the Secretary-Generd of the
Pacific Idands Forum Secretariat, Your Excdlency Mr. Nod Levi; the Head of the European
Ddegation, Your Excdlency Mr. Frans Baan; the New Zedand High Commissioner to Fiji, His
Excdlency Mr. Adrian Simcock; the Deputy Charman of the USP Councl and other Coundl
members, the Director Desgnate of the PRIDE Project, Dr. Bob Teasdde senior officids of the
Forum Secretariat and of USP, ladies and gentlemen.

The fact that education provides the best foundation for persond and societd development
has been recaiving increasing atention in the last decade or so, and the rise of what is cdled the
knowledge economy has made this emphads even gsronger. The emphasis on education has dso
become dronger as we redize the important role that education plays in promoting socid
coheson, thus avoidng socdd and politicd conflicts and  thereby promoting the rgpid
devdopment of societies. In the Peacific idands, given our recent experience of socd and
politica conflicts, this has specid significance.

Basc education lays the foundation of the whole education sysem. This project will go a
long way in ensuring that access to education improves, its scope and qudity are enhanced; and
that countries will have the ability to plan, implement and monitor educationd plans.

The ovedl PRIDE project is a patnership of Pacific Idand countries, the European Union
and New Zedand. PRIDE is an excdlent example of what we can aspire to with proper vison
and collaboration. It dso shows that our friends stand reedy to support programmes that make a
red difference in the lives of people on the Pacific idands.

The PRIDE project reinforces the vadue of a regiond approach to the fundamenta
development problems of the Pedfic idands to take advantage of economies of scde and to
assg the long-term god of grester integration of Pecific idand economies and societies The
Universty is fully committed to regiond co-operation and integration and is prepared to play its
part in their redization.

The Universty of the South Pedific is pleased to implement this project and looks forward to
working with nationd Minidries of Educetion, the Padfic Idands Forum Secretarid, the
European Union, NZAID, and other donors and educationd agencies. We bdieve that we can
contribute to the implementation of the project through our Inditute of Education and provide
suganability beyond the life of this project. We are grateful thet there is opportunity within this
project to build IOE's own capacity to better serve the educationd needs of Pacific idand
countries. We can give our commitment to effective project management; sharing of our long
experience in Pedific idands educetion; to ontime ddivery of outputs genuine cgpedity building



of nationd sydems of education; and to sudaning these programmes beyond the life of this
project.

This prgect will try to promote genuine cgpecity building and ownership by member
countries. Ultimately, it will be for the Minigers and officids to pursue ther visons and strong
convictions because this is the only way tha the education sysems will genuindy reflect the
philosophies and aspirations of Pecific idands peoples.

We are very pleased that we have dready been able to make progress towards implementing
PRIDE project thanks to NZ co-funding. We ae very pleased that the Director-Designate, Dr.
Teasedde is among us dready, and he has dready met the other members of the PRIDE team,
and taken pat in the sdection of the Adviser's. With Dr. Bob Teasdd€s and Dr. Ana
Taufa ulungaki’ s leadership, we are confident that the project will be highly successful.

Findly, 1 would like to thank dl of you for coming to this Sgning ceremony. It shows your
interes in efforts to improve the paticipation, naure and qudity of educaion. With your
interest, cooperaion and assdance, | am confident that PRIDE will meke a discernible
improvement to our education, and therefore to the lives of people in the Pacific idands.

Thank you.
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